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Frelicksburgh,  St.  Armand,  February,  i8io, 

MY  DEAR  SIR, 

IN  compliance  with  your  requeft  and  that 
of  other  friends,  long  ago  fignified,  and  fever al 
times  repeated,  I  have  at  length  prepared  for  the 
prefs  the  two  Sermons  which  you  begged  me  to 
publifh.  For  fome  time  I  propofed  printing  a  few 
copies  only,  for  the  fatisfaciion  of  thofe  perfons  who 
chiefly  regretted  the  death  of  the  deceafed,  and  who 
wifhed  to  have  a  written  memorial  of  her.  But 
under  the  hopes  that  thefe  Sermons  may  be  ufeful 
to  a  larger  clafs  of  readers,  and  particularly  to  my 
people  in  this  neighbourhood,  I  have  determined  to 
publifh  them  without  any  referve, 

The  character  and  conduct  of  the  deceafed  are 
highly  worthy  of  praife  and  imitation,  and  it.  will 
always  afford  me  pleafure  to  make  the  memory  and 
influence  of  her  example  as  extenfive  as  poffible. 
This  is  due  to  her,  efpecially  from  me,  and  in  this 
place.  lam  therefore  happy,  thus  openly,  to  com- 
mend her  zeal  in  contributing  to  the  advancement 
of  the  Church  here — both  the  outward  and  fpirit- 
ual  building  of  bur  Lord — and  to  obferve  that  her 
love  of  Chrift  was  fo  fincere  that  it  did  not  admit 
of  her  being  bigotted  to  any  particular  form  or  fyf- 
tem  of  worfhip  or  government  in  his  Church  ;'  in 
which  flie  was  educated  a  Prefbyterian.  I  am  ftill 
more  happy  to  evidence  in  her  life  and  death  the 
power  and  fpirit  of  true  religion  in  a  faithful  fervant 
of  our  Lord,  hoping  that  it  may  have  fome  effect  in 
exciting  the  love  of  many  which  is  fo  cold,  and  in 
pjfmg  them   from  lukewarmnefs   iri  religion  and 


want  of  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  to  practical  holinefs  and 
purer  knowledge  in  his  fervice  and  kingdom.  I  am 
aware  that  at  the  time  of  my  preaching  her  funeral 
Sermon,  fome  of  my  hearers,  but  not  thofe  of  them 
who  were  beft  acquainted  with  her,  thought  that  I 
fpoke  too  confidently  of  her  removal  to  certain  and 
increafed  happinefs.  My  fentiments  were  not  then 
haftily  exprefied,  and  my  reflection  on  them  fmce 
that  time  has  confirmed  me  in  the  fame  conclufions. 
I  am  therefore  glad  of  the  delay  which  has  taken 
place  with  regard  to  my  publifhing  them,  as  it  has 
afforded  me  opportunity  for  examining  and  review- 
ing them,  befides  fome  other  advantages.  It  has 
enabled  me.  to  publifh  in  addition  to  the  Sermons 
part  of  the  Letter  Mrs.  C.  Marvin  wrote  from  your 
houfe  a  few  days  after  the  death  .of  Mrs.  Cook  to 
Mrs.  M.  Hooker,  at  Middlebury — and  a  copy  of  the 
Epitaph,  which  you  and  your  friends  there,  have 
caufed  to  be  infcribed  on  the  Tomb-ftone  to  be 
brought  from  that  place.* 

You  will  perceive  that  I  have  made  fome  addi- 
tions in  the  latter  part  of  the  firft  Sermon,  and  you 
will  find  it,  I  hope,  lefs  incomplete  in  that  part  at 
leaft,  than  it  was  in  its  firft  form,  when  my  time 
was  fo  circumfcribed  in  preparing  it  for  delivery. 
For  the  reft— this  Sermon  and  the  other  are  very 
nearly  the  fame  as  you  heard  them  preached.  In 
the  firft,  you  will  recollect,  I  was  more  particular  in 
reprefenting  the  death  of  the  righteous  than  earneft 
in  calling  on  my  hearers  to  prepare  for  it.  To  fol- 
low up  this  laft  object  I  addreffed  them  again  on  the 
fubject  :  with  a  fimilar  view  therefore  I  fhall  publifh 
my  fecond  Sermon.  In  writing  them,  plain  truths 
and  matters  of  fact  of  the  moft  interesting  nature 
fully  engaged  my  attention,  and  in  publifhing  them, 
I  fhould  wifh  to  keep  intirely  to  thefe,  for  the  fake 

*  Middlebuiyj  Addison  County,  Vermont, 
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of  the  beft  improvement  of  my  fubjecl:,  and  the 
moft  ufeful  information  of  my  readers. 

I  am  happy  in  the  pleafure  you  take,  and  in  the 
increaling  pleafure  you  continually  find  in  reading 
the  Bible  and  pious  books.  I  hope  that  the  little 
one  which  I  have  fubmitt^d  to  you  will  be  a  pleaf- 
ing  and  profitable  addition  to  their  number.— 
Above  all  things  I  hope  it  may  contribute  to  the 
glory  of  God,  the  Author  of  all  good.  If  it  in  the 
fmaileft  degree  do  that,  I  am  rewarded.  If  it  do 
you  or  any  one  any  good,  "Not  unto  us  be  the  praife 
but  to  the  name  of  the  Lord.  To  him  belongeth 
righteoufhefs,  but  unto  us  confufion  of  face/' 

Believe  me  ever,  with  fincere  affection  and  piou? 
regard,         Dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  Friend  and  Servant, 

C.  STEWART* 


ECCLESIASTES,  12,  5. 

MAN     GOETH     TO     HIS     LONG     HOME,     AND     THK 
MOURNERS     GO     ABOUT     THE     STREETS. 


WANT  of  time  has  prevented  my  preparing  a 
ftudied  difcourfe  complete  in  all  its  parts  ; 
but  I  hope  that  through  the  grace  of  God  I  fhall  be 
able  to  improve  the  prefent  occafion  to  our  comfort 
and  profit.  You  are  fo  far  affected  by  it,  and  many 
of  you  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the 
deceafed  that  I  truft  you  are  prepared  for  joining  in 
the  reflections  which  I  mail  make,  and  difpofed  to 
benefit  by  my  conclufions. 

The  Book  of  God  is  fo  full  of  balm  and  afiiftance 
for  all  fouls,  that  I  might  have  been  loft  in  a  wilder- 
nefs  of  fweets,  and  uncertain  whence  to  draw  a  drop 
of  Cordial,  or  a  line  of  advice,  for  our  improvement, 
had  I  not  lefs  than  forty  eight  hours  ago  mentioned 
my  text  to  the  deceafed.  She  requefted  me  to 
preach  a  funeral  Sermon  ;  wifhing  flie  might  be  an 
inftrument  of  good  to  your  fouls,  when  you  were 
efpecially  likely  to  confider  the  value  of  them,  and 
the  importance  of  ferious  preparation  for  eternity. 
I  am  comforted  in  conforming  to  her  wilhes,  and  in 
feeking  with  her  your  advantage.  In  fome  refpects 
it  is  a  fad  office,  but  in  many  it  is  a  pleafing  one, 
for  the  fake  of  that  God  who  afflicts  us  in  mercy \ 
for  thofe  riches  in  Heaven  which  we  muft  itrive  for, 
and  for  the  fake  of  that  communion  of  Saints,  which 
unites  them  in  love  and  intereft  for  ever  and  ever. 
I  mentioned  the  Book  of  Ecclefiaftes,  and  the  words 
of  my  text  to  her  in  particular,  as  fupplying  much 
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matter  for  consideration  fuited  t6  the  occafion,  and 
my  remark  met  with  her  approbation.  The  foul 
of  our  filler  departed  perhaps  now  furmifes  that 
we  aYe  engaged  in  improving  our  regard  for  her, 
our  attention  to  the  book  of  God,  and  even  our  ap- 
plication of  the  words  of  the  text.  She  hopes, 
perhaps,  that  this  fervice  may  be  profitable  to  us,  and 
alfo  now  praifes  God  for  the  good  it  may  do  us.  For 
her  fake  and  that  of  every  thing  Godly,  let  us  all  do 
our  belt  to  improve  it :  and  may  God  help  us,  and 
give  us  the  increafe !  Praifed  be  God !  He  is  ever 
ready  to  help  thofe  who  ferve  him  ;  and  is  always 
found  of  thofe  who  fincerely  feek  him. 

"  Man  goeth  to  his  long  home,  and  the 
mourners  go  about  the  streets." 

Thefe  words  are  a  part  of  the  laft  Chapter  of 
the  Preacher — the  Son  of  David— the  wifeft  of  men. 
It  begins,  "  Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days 
of  thy  youth,  while  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor 
the  years  draw  nigh,  when  thou  lhalt  fay,  I  have  no 
pleafure  in  them."  It  goes  on  to  defcribe  death, 
and  the  diifolutioh  of  this  frail  body,  "  When  man 
goeth  to  his  long  home,  and  the  mourners  go 
about  the  ftreets  ;"  cc  When  the  dull  mail  return 
to  the  Earth  as  it  was  ;  and  the  fpirit  fhall  return 
unto  God  who  gave  it  :"  And  it  finifhes  with 
thefe  memorable  words,  tc  Let  us  hear  the  con- 
clufioh  of  the  whole  matter  ;  Fear  God,  and  keep 
Ms  commandments,  for  this  is  the  whole  duty  of 
man.  For  God  Ihall  bring  every  work  into  judg- 
ment, with  every  fecret  thing,  whether  it  be  good, 
or  whether  it  be  evil." 

.  Preparation  for  death  and  judgment  is  the  object 
for  which  we  ihould  coniider  "  Man  going  to  his 
long  home,  and  the  mourners  going  about  the 
ftreets."     To  perfuade  us  to  this  is  the  whole  object 
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of  this  book  of  the  Royal  Preacher.  To  perfuade 
you  to  this  is  my  object  iii  now  addrefling  you.  But 
on  this  occafiori  I  fhall  be  brief  and  general  in  dif* 
courfing  on  the  book  arid  text  now  before  us,  that 
I  may  be  more  particular  in  fetting  forth  to  you  the 
lafl  words  and  conduct  of  our  lifter  who  is  gone  to 
her  long  home,  and  in  reflecting  on  the  many  rea- 
fons  we  have  to  mourn  for  her.  Her  words  will  yet 
fpeak  to  you,  I  hope,  and  confirm  the  Preacher,  and 
aflift  you  and  me  in  attending  to  the  conclufion  of 
the  whole  matter- — the  duty  of  man,  and  his  ever- 
lafting  reward. 

Firft— Confider  Solomon,  his  life  and  preaching, 
Solomon  was  particularly  calculated,  prepared,  and 
exercifed,  and  experienced,  to  enable  him  to  teach 
true  wifdom.  He  was  fet  up  by  God  on  high — » 
confpicuouily- — to  be  a'teacher  and  inftru&er of  his 
people.  In  the  firft  year  of  his  reign  he  afked  wi£ 
dbm  of  God  td  judge  his  people  ;  and  becaufe  he 
chofe  this  before  any  thing  elfe,  God  gave  him  alfo 
riches  and  honor,  fo  that  there  was  no  king  like 
him.  He  was  endowed  by  Providence  with  every 
worldly  bleffing  that  the  human  heart  defires,  pow- 
er, riches,  pleafures,  all  that  this  world  can  afford, 
were  granted  to  him.  Prosperity,  numerous  family* 
great  pofteflions,  were  increafed  to  him.  He  had, 
he  tells  us,  all  that  his  eyes  or  heart  defired*  But 
what  was  the  confequence  of  all  this  ?  He  was  full 
and  forgat  God,  and  turned  to  the  temptations  of 
the  world,  the  flefti,  and  the  devil.  He  did  not  fear 
God>  and  keep  his  commandments,  and  remember 
his  Creator,  and  death,  and  judgment.  His  con- 
duct fhewed  that  *  "  Hardly  mall  a  rich  man  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  Heaven."  Through  the  Pro- 
vidence and  grace  of  God,  however,  he  repented  of 

*  Mat.   19.  28, 
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his  fins,  and  returned  to  the  Lord  ;  of  which  I  think 
we  have  fufficieiit  evidence  in  the  books  written  by 
him.  efpecially  the  book  of  Eccleiiaftes,  works  meet 
for  repentance. 

His  Proverbs  are  in  oft  memorable  axioms  for  the 
con  duel  of  life,  containing  a  moil  excellent  fyftem 
of  morality.  Eccleiiaftes  follows,  fetting  forth  the 
folly  of  worldlinefsg  and  looking  to  and  ending  in 
the  whole  duty  of  man.  6C  Fear  God  and  keep  his 
commandments,  for  this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man. 
For  God  fhall  bring  every  work  into  judgment, 
with  every  fecret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or 
whether  it  be  evil."  Then  comes  the  Song  of  Sengs, 
containing  an  allegory,  iHuftrative  of  the  myftical 
union  between  Chrift  and  his  Church,  and  expref- 
five  of  the  joy  and  love  prevailing  in  the  commu- 
nion of  him  and  Saints.     But  it  is  fo  mVh  a  ftrain 
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of  figurative  and  fpiritual  devotion  that  few  in  this 
body  and  world  well  underiland  it,  which  particu- 
larly mould  teach  us  to  think  lowly  of  ourfelves  in 
our  fpirtual  acquirements. 

The  Book  of  Eccleiiaftes  is  our  prefent  fubjecl  of 
contemplation.  The  burden  of  it,  the  fum  of  it,  is, 
"  Vanity  of  vanities,  faith  the  Preacher,  ail  is  vani- 
ty :  Vanity  and  vexation  of  fplrit."  That  is,  all 
wordly  power,  riches,  pieafures,  ail  wordiy  things, 
without  the  blefling  of  God  on  them,  our  truft  in 
him,  and  our  praife  of  him  in  and  for  them,  are  vain, 
and  incapable  of  affording  true  or  lafting  joy.  "  I 
know,  fays  Solomon,  that  there  is  ho  good  in  them, 
but  for  a  man  to  rejoice,  and  to  do  good  in  his 
life  ;"  that  is,  to  ufe  them  with  a  grateful  and  cheer- 
ful temper,  and  to  do  good  to  others  with  them. — 
Vexation  of  fpirit,  fays  he,  they  will  be,  if  we  put 
our  truft  in  them,  fet  our  heart  on  them,  or  on  any 
kind  of  covetoufnefs.  To  prevent  our  doing  this, 
"  It  is  better,  fays  he,  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourn- 
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ing,  than  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  feafUng  :  for  that 
is  the  end  of  "all  men,  and  the  living  will  lay  it  to 
his  heart.  Sorrow  is  better  than  laughter  :  for  by 
the  fadnefs  of  the  countenance  the  heart  is  made 
tetter.  The  heart  of  the  wife  is  in  the  houfe  of 
mourning ;  but  the  heart  of  fools  is  in  the  houfe  of 
mirth."  How  much  wifdom,  how  much  truth  is 
ik  forth  here  !  Oh  1  that  we  would  lay  it  to  heart, 
and  confider  the  end  of  all  men  |  that  we  would 
prepare  and  provide  for  our  own  end  and  contem- 
plate and  improve  this  wifdom  of  Solomon.  But, 
to  proceed.  '"  In  the  day  of  profperity ,  fays  he,  be 
joyful  ;  but  in  the  day  of  adverfity  confider  :  God 
alio  hath  fet  the  one  over  againft  the  other,  to  the 
end  that  man  mould  find  nothing  after  him.5'  God 
has  fo  chequered  human  life  that  we  cannot  from 
the  present  forefee  what  will  be  hereafter  ;  or  find 
any  thing  upon  the  whole  to  complain  of,  or  order  for 
the  better.  I  muil  go  on  to  the  end  of  his  corcIu- 
fions  ;  Remember  thy  Creator  in  the  days  or  thy 
youth — your  long  home— -and  death— and  judg- 
ment. I  cannot  now  dwell  on  his  valuable  words. 
I  muft  hailen  to  the  commentary  on  them  particu- 
larly prefented  to  us  by  the  prefent  occafion,  and 
fubject  of  our  mourning.  But  let  me  recommend 
to  your  feriqus  attention  this  book  of  the  Divine 
Preacher  :  let  me  requeft  your  perufal  of  it  in  this 
day  of  adverfity,  your  further  confidering  it  this 
evening  under  the  view  in  which  it  is  offered  to  you, 
reprefenting  to  you  the  vanity  and  vexation  of 
worldlmeL,  and  the  importance  and  profitableness 
of  Godlinefs.  I  muft  fay  a  few  v/ords,  however,  on 
the  comprehenfive  expreifion  of  "  Man  goeth  to  his 


long  home." 


cc  MAN  GOETH  TO  HIS  LONG  HOME.  — - ift^  re- 
jections which  this  text  fugsrefts  are  oksiino;  to  the 
good,   but  alarming   to  the   wicked;     They  bung 
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near  to  us  that  place  and  those  things  which  we  have 
been   travelling  towards  and  providing  for  in  this 
world,  and  which  we  fhall  when  we  depart   hence, 
reap  and  inherit.     If  we  have  followed  the  fpirit  of 
God,  and  cultivated  his  grace,  we  {hall  draw  nearer 
to  him,  and  his  good  things,  in  another  world  :  but 
if  we  have  followed  after  things  temporal  only,  the 
deiires  of  this  world,  and  the  flefh,  to  thefe  things 
then  there  will  be   an  end,  and  we  fhall  be  fit  only 
for  the  prefence  of  the  devil  and  his  angels  ;•  and  we 
fhall  be  configned  to  their  vexation  of  fpirit  and  def- 
pair,  their  long,  their  lafting,  everlafting,  mifery,  and 
torment.     Good  men  conlider  that  they  are  ftran- 
gers  and  pilgrims  on  earth  travelling  to  a  far  bet- 
ter country,  and  they  remember  that  here  they  have 
no  continuing  city.     *  "  They  defire  a  better  coun- 
try, that  is,  an  'heavenly.'*    They  look  forward  to 
that  comfort,  that  reft,  that  communion  with  their 
Lord  in  Paradife  which  in  their  journey  through  this 
wrorld   they  have  but  imperfectly  enjoyed,  which 
yet  has  been  their  greateft  happinefs  here.     Having 
finifhed  their  courfe,    their   voyage   through    this 
world,  they  will  be  landed  fafe  on  prcmifed  fhores 
where  the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling  and  where 
the  weary  are  at  reft — where  there  fhall  be  no  more 
death,  nor   forrow,  nor  crying,  nor  pain.     There 
they  will   not   be  ftrangers    or  pilgrims    but    at 
home,  and  at  reft,  arrived  at  good  things  in  Para- 
dife, which  they  preffed  towards  while   on  earth. 
But  to  the  wicked  their  race  on  earth  being  ended, 
their  landing  place  and  abiding  place  will  be   quite 
different,  far  from  thefe  things,  having  a  great  gulf 
fixed  between   them  and   the  regions  of  happinefs. 
Happinefs  in  another  world  they  have  not  provid- 
ed for  y  they  have  no  fitnefs  for  it,  but  only  for 

*  Hcb.  ii„  16. 
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the  company,  the  place,  and  the  portion   of   the 
devil  and   his    angels.     Strangers  indeed  to    God 
and  his  goodnefs  and  the  riches  of     Jefus  Chrift, 
they  have  no  peace  any  where,  nor  any  inheritance 
with  him,  *  "  neither  part  nor  lot  in  this  matter ," 
but  have  only   t  "  treafured  up   wrath  againft  the 
day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of  the  righteous  judg- 
ment of  God."     Be   not   companions  with  them. 
Go  not  out  among  them.     Follow  not   their  track 
which  leadeth  to  hell.     Follow  after  righteoufnefs, 
peace,  Godlinefs — [  J  "  Godlinefs   which    is  profita- 
ble to  all  things,  having  the  promife  of  the  life  that 
now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to    come."     Follow 
the  example   of  her  who  is    gone  before  you- — de- 
parted this  life— who  prayed  and  defired  that  you 
might  follow  after,   to  her  long  home,  and  happy 
inheritance  with  our  Lord— that   country — better 
country— Paradife  of  our  Lord,  toward  which   {he 
always  looked  and  travelled  while  here  a  Pilgrim 
on  earth,  and  a  fojourner  in  this  tabernacle  of  clay. 
She  is  now  abfent  from  the   body  and   this  world, 
and  prefent,  I  truft,  with  our  Lord  :  Happy  I  be- 
lieve in  her  reieafe  from  the  temptations,  the  bur- 
den, the  attacks,  of  the  world,  the  flefti,  and  the 
devil  ;  no  longer  afraid  of  falling  from  the  love  of 
God,  or   falling  into  his  terrors,  but  in  her  view 
even  of  thefe — pail  dangers  and  efcapes— increafed 
in  her  exercife  of  prefent  freedom,   love,  and  joy. 
Her  body  fleeps  in  the  grave,   as  the  body  of  Jefus 
did  :  and  her  foul  is  at   reft,  I   hope,  with  him  in 
Paradife  :  §  "  To  day  in  Paradife" — fince  her  death, 
there.     Her  crofs  is  finifhed  ;    and  his  crofs  is   to 
her    more  glorified.     She  is  gone  to    him,  I  truft, 
whither  he  went  before — to  fee  him  more  perfect- 
ly, and  commune  with  him  more  un interruptedly , 

i  in  i    i  ■" 

*  Acts  8,  21.   f  Km.  2.  5.   +  I  Tim.  4.  8.  §  Luke  23.  43* 


quite  uninterruptedly  I  O  happy  region  of  depart- 
ed Spirits,  bleffed  in  our  Lord,  *  «  Who  reft  from 
their  labours,  and  their  works  do  follow  them  I" 
Works  done  for  heavenly  places,  everlafting  habita- 
tions, which  are  the  reward  of  the  righteoufnefs 
of  Chrift  and  of  faith  in  him  ;  Works,  which  for 
his  fake  will  be  juftified  and  remembered  bj  him 
and  them  at  their  joyful  fentence  at  the  laft  day, 
and  their  entrance  into  Heaven.  O  Paradife,  rer 
gained  by  Chrift  i  happy  home!  longed' for,  not 
loft — fount} 'and  arrived  at  by  all  who  die  in  him, 
by  all  who  have  come  unto  him,  learnt  of  him,  and 
looked  to  his  reft,  and  perfevered  to  the  end  ;  and 
made  Paradife  in  this  world  their  profpecl,  their 
defire,  and  expectation,  and  their  home^  when  they 
have  fmifhed  their  courfe,  their  journey  here  ! 

I  muft  for  a  few  moments  preach    Chrift,  fimply 
Chrift,  the  author  and  father  of  all  reft  to  our  fouls 
— of  all  happinefs  here  on  earth,  and  in  Paradife, 
and  in  Heaven,     f  "  Behold  !  a  greater  than  Solo- 
mon is  here  •,"  the  promife  of  his  Gofpel  is  come 
unto  us  ;  the  Spirit  of  God— the  Comforter— -has 
defcended  on  earth  ;  happinefs  forever  is  offered  to 
all  men  y —  \  ce  things   which  the  Angels  defire  to 
look  into  Vr     Solomon,'  I  have  ,mewed  ycu,  was 
great  in    form  and  comelinefs,  of  worldly  power, 
Jionor,  and  riches,  and  that  he  tried  and   poSe^4a 
all  earthly  things  and   pleafures,  and   finally  pro- 
nounced  them,  in   themfelves,  feparate   from  the 
bl effing  of   God,  "  vanity  of  vanities,   all  Vanity  .> 
yea,  vexation  of  fpirrt."     jefus  was  laid  in  a  man- 
ger ;  the  world  knew  him  not,  and  his  own  received 
him  not  ;  he  had  not  where  to  lay  his   head.     He 
rode  into  Jerufalem  on  an  Afs  ;  and  was  perfecut- 
ed,  tormented,    and  crucified.     He  preached,  ancj 

*  Rev.   14.  13.  f  Mai.  12.    12.-  I  I  Poter  1.   12. 


proved  by  his  life  and  death,  that  his  kingdom  was 
not  of  this  wc  rid  ;,  that  mere  earthly  things  are* 
vanities  indeed.  He  was  offered  by  the  devil  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world,  and  the  glory  of  them,  but 
he  faid  to  him,,  for  our  example,  *  "  Get  thee  hence 
Satan,  for  it  is  written,  Thou  ihalt  worfliip  the 
Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  ihalt  thou  ferve." — 
He  fpake  to  his  followers  while  he  was  on  earth, 
and  now  fpeaks  to  us  by  his  word,  and  his  fpirit 
from  Heaven,  faying,  f  "  Whofoever  will  come  after 
me  let  him  deny  himfelf^  and  take  up  his  crcfs,  and 
follow  me."  "  What  Ihall  it  profit  a  man  if  he 
0iaH  gain  the  whole  world  and  lofe  his  own  foul  ? 
Or  what  ihall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his 
foul  i"  This  is  the  Gofpel  edition,  ChriiVs  fum- 
niing  up  of  the  preaching  of  Solomon,  of  the  du- 
ty and  intereil  of  man,  of  the  vanity  of  this  world, 
and  of  the  infinite  value  of  the  next.  He  poiTeifed 
nothing  here,  and  he  died  on  the  crofs,  to  fave  our 
fouls,  and  to  ihow  us  that  we  muil  fuller  with  him 
here  ;  be  carelefs— -not  anxious — for  earthly  things  ; 
and  rich  towards  God,  and  in  treafure  in  Heaven. 
He  is  our  perfect  preacher  and  example  ;  and  he 
lias  given  us  infpired  ieilbns  of  wifdoin  to  falva- 
tion,  and  apoitles  and  martyrs,  to  confirm  and  ex- 
plain more  fully  his  doctrine  and  precepts,  and  in 
their  lives  and  deaths  alfo,  to  ihew  the  power  and 
fpirit  of  Godlinefs. 

Remember,  and  copy  after  the  faith,  hope,  and 
love  of  St.  Paul,  and  of  the  other  Apoliles,  and 
of  many  of  their  hearers— their  ilrength — fuperi- 
ority,  over  the  trials  and  afflictions  of  this  world, 
and  their  righteoufnefs,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  through  Jefus  Chrift  :  And  think  not,  (as  I 
have  befeeched  you  before  now,)  that  you  cannot 


*  xMat.  4.  10.  f  Mark  8.   34,  36.  37. 
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imitate  them — refemble  them,  in  many  and  moll 
refpe&s,  except  their  miraculous  and  prophetic  pow- 
ers. God  is  with  you  as  he  was  with  them  ;  and 
through  Chrift  ftrengtheiiing  you,  you  alfo  can  do 
ail  things.  He  and  they  tell  you  fo.  Since  their 
days  on  earth,  many  have  believed  and  fhewn  it  ; 
and  I  hope  you  alfo  have  feen  it  in  fome  inftances^ 
and  experienced  it  in  forile  degree.  I  have,  I  know ; 
thanks  be  to  God  !  and  I  now  have  an  opportuni- 
ty of  giving  you  proofs  of  his  power  and  fpirit 
exhibited  to  us  in  the  life  and  death  of  a  filter  de- 
parted in  Chfh%  lately,  very  lately  indeed,  living 
among  us,  and  wof  (Kipping  here. 

It  is  a  hard  and  a  pleafing  duty  that  I  am  arrived 
at.  Pleafing  to  fet  forth  her  example,  but  hard 
for  me  to  do  juftice  to  it*  and  to  perform  my  du- 
ty with  Chrlftian  fortitude,;  hard — grievous — to 
make  her  an  ihftructer  of  righteoufnefs  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  her  death— an  inftance  of  riches  in  Chrift 
in  fpeaking  of  our  lofs,  her  going  to  her  loftg  home, 
and  our  reafon  to  go  about  the  ftreets  mourning. 
But  it  is  pleafing  that  (he  mould  ftill  recommend 
Chrift  to  you,  and  prove  to  you  the  wifdom  of 
Solomon  :  that  though  *  "  being  dead  flie  mould 
yet  fpeak  to  you*"  and  that  by  me,  her  friend  and 
your  friendo  ,ff       ,  , 

Remember  thy  Creator,  atid  fear  God  and  keep 
his  commandments,  were  words  of  advice  conftant- 
ly  in  her  mouth  and  memory,  and  duties  eminent- 
ly fet  forth  in  her  life  and  converfation.  She  pub- 
liflied  them  to  all  around  to  the  belt  of  her  power 
by  precept  and  example,  with  meeknefs,  yet  confi- 
dence in  the  caufe  of  Chrift.  Her  faith  and  love 
of  Jefus,  how  ftrong  they  were  !  How  they  excited 
her  to  praife  him  and  to  ferve  him,  and  to  encou- 

*  Heb.  11.  4. 
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rage  others  to  do  likewife  !  Kow  {he  delighted  in 
his  word  and  all  the  fcripture  of  God,  and  heard  and 
read,  and  quoted,  and  talked  of  it,  with  readinefs 
and  perfpicuity,  and  with  the  fpirit  and  the  under- 
ftanding  alfo  !  What  an  example  to  Chriilians,  to  ail 
the  fervants  of  our  Lord,  and  efpecially  to  his  min- 
ifters  i  How  file  exhorted  all  men  to  turn  to  God, 
to  tafte  of  his  heavenly  gifts  and  his  word,  and  to 
flee  from  fin,  and  wrath,  and  pummment  to  come ! 
yet,  with  all  her  zeal  for  sood  things,  flie  did  not 
tranfgrefs  the  peace  and  order,  and  kindnefs  and 
forbearance  enjoined  by  the  Gofpel.  She  ftrength- 
ened  the  weak,  and  confirmed  the  ftrong  in  our 
Lord  ;  and  never,  no  never,  was  afliamed  to  con- 
fefs  him  before  all  men,  her  only  hope  and  right- 
eoufnefs.  At  the  fame  time  fhe  confeffed  her  own 
unworthinefs,  and  abafed  herfelf.  She  magnified 
him,  and  humbled  herfelf.  But  now  me  is  exalted 
to  great  honor  and  glory,  and  we  are  humbled,  and 
that  is  our  honor  and  gain.  Chrift  confefles  her 
his  faithful  fervant,  before  God  ;  and  when  he 
comes  in  the  glory  of  the  Father,  and  with  the 
holy  Angels  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead,  he 
will  confefs  her,  praife  her,  and  glorify  her,  before 
the  aflembled  world.  May  we  now  humble  our- 
felves,  and  honor  him  in  contemplating  her  exam- 
ple, and  may  we  then  mare  with  her,  and  join  her 
in  praife  and  glory  ! 

Often  before  now,  fecretly  and  aloud  have  I  ad- 
mired her  trull  in  God,  and  her  glorying  in  him 
only,  plainly  declared,  and  her  miffing  no  opportu- 
nity of  honoring  him.  Aloud  I  avail  myfelf  of  this 
one,  offered  to  me  of  exprefiing  my  gratitude  to 
God,  and  to  her  his  fervant,  for  witneffing  myfelf, 
and  witnefimg  to  you,  his  praife  fet  forth  by  her, 
her  love  of  all  holy  things,  and  her  help  and  en- 
couragement to  me  to  love  and  to  praife  him  alfo. 
C 
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Often  has  {he  ftrengthened  and  refrefhed  me  fey 
her  pious  converfation,  and  her  kind  communion 
of  intereils  in  God  arid  the  Church,  and  by  her 
counfel,  yea  counfel,  good  for  my  foul,  and  for  my 
benefitting  all  fouls  committed  to  my  watching  and 
helping  ;  and  this  I  am  now  glad  to  tell  them  of, 
and  here  to  acknowledge  in  my  and  their  name. 
Fervently  file  prayed  for  the  increafe  of  the  Church 
here  ;  ftie  greatly  contributed  to  it  ;  and  {he  truly 
rejoiced  in  it.  Any  part,  and  every  part  of  the 
Univerfal  Church  of  Chriftwas  dear  to  her.  Any 
worihip  of  him,  and  any  image  of  him,  in  any 
foul  or  fervice  was  agreeable  to  her,  and  enlivening 
to  her.  Wherever  fhe  faw  it,  fhe  met  it  with  pleas- 
ure, and  wtfhod  it  *  "  God  fpeed."  She  joined  iii 
all  the  fervice  of  this  Church  with  heart  and  voice, 
In  form  and  fpirit.  And  the  more  fhe  was  acquaints 
ed  with  it  the  better  ihe  liked  it.  She  recommend- 
ed it  to  all  ;  and  Ihe  begged  every  one  to  go  up  and 
worihip,  to  pray,  and  hear  the  word,  and  fpeak  and 
iing  forth  praife  in  this  houfe  of  God.  Some  things 
in  the  fyftem  of  our  Church  which  were  new  to 
her,  fo  far  from  being  prejudiced  againft,  Ihe  ad- 
mired, and  liked  to  join  in.  She  told  me  herfelf, 
the  laft  day  but  one  I  faw  her,  that  if  ihe  recovered 
ihe  wiihed,  ihe  longed  to  fall  down  on  her  knees 
before  God  in  this  houfe,  to  worihip  him  in  that 
humble  and  proilrate  pofture,  that  bending,  {loop- 
ing of  the  body  as  well  as  foul  in  his  fervice.  But 
her  body  is  laid  in  the  grave,  and  her  foul  is  departs 
ed  from  us.  No  more  {hall  we  fee  her  here,  or  be^ 
nefit  by  her  living  example.  No  more  {hall  I  have 
the  advantage,  the  ailiftance  of  her  joining  and 
helping  in  the  fervice  of  the  Church,  or  fetting  it 
forth  to  good  imitation  by  her  conduct,  or  convene 

*  2  John,   10. 


'9 

lion.  This  is  my  lofs  !  this  is  your  lofs  !  and  the 
Jofs  of  the  Church  of  Chrift  here  on  earth  !  This  is 
what  I  ought  to  lament — what  I  fhouid,  and  what 
I  do,  greatly  deplore.  Here  I  am  humbled,  caft 
down,  contrite  indeed  !  I  am  deprived,  deftitute  of 
a  great  help,  fupporter  and  friend  of  the  Church. 
I  feel  my  lofs,  my  particular  viiitation.  I  am  hum- 
bled !  I  feel  I  deferve  it.  I  acknowledge  the  chaf- 
tening,  correcting  hand  of  God,  in  this  his  provi- 
dence. I  fee  it  lifted  up  to  rebuke  me  for  fin,  to 
beckon  me  to  greater  watchfulnefs  and  diligence 
over  myfelf  and  others,  myfelf  in  particular.  I 
did  not  value  fufficiently,  I  was  not  worthy  fuffi- 
ciently  of  the  friend  I  have  loft,  the  friend  whom 
God  gave  me  and  now  hath  taken  away.  Now  I 
fee  my  want,  and  my  lofs.  That  voice  which  fo 
often  encouraged  me  fhall  no  more  fpeak  comfort 
to  me  !  That  houfe  which  fhe  made  fo  pleafant  and 
profitable  to  me,  is  changed,  deprived  indeed,  fad 
and  forlorn  !  How  £he  welcomed  me  to  it  on  my 
firft  arrival  in  this  land — hailed  me  as  a  melfenger  of 
peace,  a  ]pringer  of  good  tidings,  an  ambafTador  of 
pur  Lord  !  She  was  a  bleffing  to  me,  and  to  that 
houfe,  which  mall  fee  her  no  more.  But  in  love 
and  remembrance  fhall  fhe  ever  live  to  me,  and  yet 
fpeak  to  my  good,  and  to  that  of  my  hearers,  in 
my  endeavouring  after  her  fear  and  love  of  God,  in 
my  recollecting  her  wifhes,  and  ftriving  to  fulfil 
them,  and  in  my  prefent  and  future  exercife  of  hu- 
mility— Humility  !  that  foundation  of  all  Religion  ! 
And,  now  We  are  humbled  !  Nov/  is  fhe  an  inftru- 
ment  of  good  to  us  in  the  merciful  hands  of  God. 
Oh  !  that  we  may  improve  it  to  our  lafling  benefit 
and  recompenfe  to  come — to  her  and  our  joy  in 
Paradife  and  in  Heaven  !  when  and  where  ail  for  row 
fhall  be  turned  into  gladnefs,  and  hope  into  com- 
plete enjoyment,  to  thofe  who  have  been  truly  hum- 
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ble  and  penitent  here.  Oh  !  that  I  may  aflift  you 
all  in  your  humiliation,  in  this  your  and  our  fervice 
and  forrow,  and  turn  it  to  profit  in  this  our  day 
and  life  of  preparation  for  perfect  peace,  and  perfect 
happinefs  !  May  I  help  all  her  friends  in  partirular, 
and  her  Hufband  above  all  1  This  is  my  heart's  de- 
fire  and  prayer  ;  and  fuccefs  in  this  will  be  my 
great  eft  comfort  and  fatisf action,  for  the  fake  of  Je- 
ms Chrift,  and  for  the  fake  of  his  afflicted  fervant 
and  fervants. 

To  you,  Sir,  her  afflicted  Hufband,  \  feel  bound 
by  every  duty  and  tie  of  love  and  gratitude  to  God, 
to  her,  and  to  yourfelf,  to  fhare  and  footh  your  for- 
rows— to  comfort  you  and  build  you  up  in  the 
faith  and  gooclnefs  of  our  Lord.  Hope  and  prof- 
pect  of  doing  this  particularly  engages  me,  and  af- 
fords me  comfort  ;  and  1  fhall  be  happy  in  many 
an  opportunity,  I  truft,  of  fanctifying  our  forrows 
together,  railing  our  affections  to  Heaven,  and  fit- 
ting ourfelves  for  communion  of  faints  above.  Let 
us  begin  the  work  now,  and  look  to  our  long  home, 
.  and  maniions  in  our  Father's  kingdom,  before  we 
go  through  the  ftreets  mourning  on  our  way  to 
our  manfions  on  earth. 

Little,  at  leaft  not  much,  did  I  think  the  other 
day  that  thofe  words  of  the  Prophet  which  I  dif- 
courfed  upon  laft  Sunday  would  fo  foon  be  fo  parti- 
cularly applicable  to  us.  *  "  For  the  hurt  of  the 
daughter  of  my  people  am  I  hurt,  I  am  black  :  af- 
ionifhment  hath  taken  hold  on  me.  Is  there  no 
balm  in  Gilead  ?  Is  there  no  phyfician  there  ?  Why 
then  is  not  the  health  of  the  daughter  of  my  people 
recovered  ?*  — There  is  balm — there  is  a  Fhy- 
iician,  here,  I  hope.  \  and  that  your  health, 
and  the  health  of  my  people,  will  be  recovered. 


£  Jeremiah  8.  21.  32. 
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Chrift  fends*  to  you,   and  offer s  you  comfort  and  a 
Comforter,  the  Spirit  of  Gcdlinefs,  to  heal  the  bro- 
ken hearted,  and  to  lighten  the  burden  of  your  woe. 
I  am  his  minifter,  and  the  word  of  comfort  is  com- 
mitted to  me.     It  is  full  of  fuccour  and  falvation. 
It  does  not  condemn,  it  does  not  rebuke  your  for- 
row,  but  it  would  moderate  it,  and  improve  it  af- 
ter a  Godly  manner,  teaching  you  to  hope,  to  trull 
in  the  refurrection  and  the  life  of  Jems,  and  of  all 
thofe  that  ileep  in  him  \  teaching  you  to  mourn  for 
your  fins,  and  to  be  comforted  in  bringing  forth 
fruits  of  repentance.     Abraham  mourned,  and  wept 
for  Sarah  ;  Jacob  for  his  fon  Jofeph,  fuppefing  he. 
had  been  torn  by  wild  beafts  ;  and  Jofeph  and  his 
brethren  for  their  father  Jacob  ;  and  not  to  mourn 
for  good  men  is  reproved  by  God  himfelf.     *■ "  The 
righteous  perimeth,  and  no  man  layeth  it  to  heart  ; 
and  merciful  men  are  taken  away,  none  considering 
that  the  righteous  is  taken  away  from  the  evil  to 
come."     Here  is  an  example  for  you  in  your  mourn- 
ing ;  and  comfort,  approbation,  indulgence  for  you, 
in  your  exercife  of  forrow.     In  forrow  and  fuffer- 
ing  you  ar$  made  like  unto  Chrift,  in  forrowing  af- 
ter a   godly  manner,  in  fuffering  patiently,  in  la-, 
menting  the  evil  of  fin  and  its  confequences,  and 
alfo  the  feparation  of  lover  and  friend.     He  loved 
thofe  that  loved  him,  and  wept  with  theft  that 
wept.     He  loved  even  his  enemies,  and  even  unto 
death.     Never  was  there  forrow  like  unto  his  for- 
row, or  fufferings  like  unto  his  fufferings.     David 
the  fon  of  jefle  laid,  and  after  him    more  truly 
faid,  no.  doubt,  t  the  fon  of  David  and  of  God3 


*  Isaiah  57.  1. 

iThis  divine  book  (the  Psalms)  appears  to   have  been  ihe 

Manual  of  the  Son  of  God,  in  the  days  of  his  flesh;  who  at  the 

conclusion  of  his  last   supper,  is  generally  supposed,    and  that 

qjiou  good  giouods.  to  have  sun^  a  hvcaa  takec  fiora  it  ;   wha 


22 


My  tears  have  been  my  meat  day  and  night, 
My  foul  is  caft  down  within  me.  All  thy  waves 
and  thy  billows  are  gone  over  me.  Yet  the  Lord 
will  command  his  loving-kindnefs  in  the  day  time, 
and  in  the  night  his  fong  fhall  be  with  me,  and  my 
prayer  unto  the  God  of  my  life.  Hope  thou  in 
God,  for  I  ft  all  yet  praife  him,  who  is  the  health, 
of  my  countenance,  and  my  God." 

Thus  David,  and  a  greater  than  David,  pourecj. 
out  his  foul  in  affliction  ;  and  do  thou  imitate  him, 
and  praife  God  forever.  Praife  him  in  f  "  the  pa- 
tience of  the  faints,"  whofe  example  his  word  has 
fet  before  you,  and  in  your  imitation  of  it.  Imitate 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  always  faid,  and  wifhed,  Thy  will, 
Q  Godj  not  mine,  be  done.  Remember  his  fuffer- 
ings  for  you.  He,  juft  and  innocent — you,  unjuft 
and  a  firmer.  Yet,  for  his  fake,  your  fufferings  are 
fhort  and  lightened,  and  your  future  joy  and  glory 
perfect  and  eternal.  He  has  overcome  all  your  e- 
nemies,  ajid  death,  and  the  grave  ;  and  after  a  few 
years  you  will  do  fo  too,  though  you  have  not  yet, 
as  this  fad  day  fhews.  J  "  In  the  world  you  have 
tribulation  ;  but  be  of  good  comfort,  he  has  over- 
come the  world/*  Follow  his  fteps  here,  and  you 
will  follow  him,  and  all  who  have  followed  him,  to 
Paradife  and  to  Heaven  j  and  be  with  them  there 
at  God's  right  hand  forevermore  ;    Be  with  her 

pronounced  on  the  cross,  the   beginning  of  tbe  twenty-second 
Psalm  :     •'  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  ?" 
and  expired  with  a  part  of  the  thirty-first  Psalm  in  his  mouth ; 
M  Info  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit." 

Tertullian,  who  flourished  at  the  beginning  of  the  'bird  cen- 
tury, mentions  it,  as  if  it  were  then  an  allowed  point  in  the 
church,  that  u  almost  all  the  Psalms  are  spoken  in  the  person 
of  Christ,  being  addressed  by  the  Son  to  the  Fa  her,  that  is,  by 
Christ  to  God."  Bishop  Homo's  Preface  to  his  Commentary 
©a  the  Book  of  Psalms. 

*Psalm  42.  i  Ptev.  14.  12.  J  John  16.  33. 


whom  you  have  fo  lately  and  fo  long  feen — part 
of  yourfelf  \  Again  with  her — never  to  be  feparated 
any  more  !  Wait  the  good  and  perfect  will  and 
time  of  God.  Suffer  with  his  Son,  your  Redeem- 
er ;  and  feek  to  his  Spirit,  the  only  Comforter.  To 
Him  I  muil  commend  you,  and  to  the  word  of  his 
power*  *  "  The  word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thy 
mouth,  and  in  thy  heart  :  that  is  the  word  of 
faith  which  we  preach."  Search  that,  and  draw 
near  to  him  in  prayer*  Prayer  will  raife  you  to 
communion  with  God  and  •*  eonverfation  in  Hea- 
ven," and  the  word  will  ihew  you  things  to  come, 
good  things,  palling  man's  knowledge,  fpeaking 
peace  to  you,  and  leaving  peace  with  you.  Little 
can  I  fay  to  you,  but  often  may  you  turn  to  them ; 
and  they  are  fountains  ever  near  to  you,  and  inex- 
hauftible,  of  waters  of  comfort  fpringing  up  to  ever- 
lafting  life.  Draw  from  thefe  cifterns,  and  "  tafte 
and  fee  how  gracious  the  Lorci  is  ;"  that  f  "  his 
companions  fail  not,  but  are  new  every  morning ;" 
that  in  love  \  "  he  chaftens  you  for  your  profit, 
that  you  fhould  be  a  partaker  of  his  holinefs,"  his 
good  things  on  earth  and  in  Heaven — a  partaker 
with  us  here  below  for  a  little  while,  and  then  with 
your  deareft  partner  forever  and  ever.  §  "  In  pa- 
tience poifefs  your  foul  :"  and  ||  "  let  patience  have 
her  perfect  work  :"— ~ Which  God  grant,  for  the 
fake  of  Jems  Chrift  ! 

To  you,  her  deareft  Friends,  other  chief  mourn- 
ers for  the  deceafed,  or  rather  for  yourfelves,  I 
mail  not  particularly  addrefs  myfelf,  for  all  mourn 
here,  and  do,  I  believe,  lay  to  heart  the  death  of 
this  righteous  perfon.  The  moft  acceptable  and 
profitable  improvement  to  you,  and  all,  which  I  can 


*  Rom.  10.  8.  t  Lam.  3.  22,  23.  +  Ilvh.  12.  10. 

§    Luke  21.  19.  jj  James  1.  4. 
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further  make  of  this  cccaflon,  1  am  well  perfuadec!, 
is  to  defcribe  the  concluding  fcene  of  her  life.  Firft, 
however,  I  could  wiili  to  recommend  to  your  con- 
lideration  and  example,  her  education  in  early  pie- 
ty ;  for  from  a  child  Ihe  was  brought  up  by  her 
grandmother  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures 
and  of  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  :  and  ihe  has  been  a 
proof  of  the  truth  and  excellence  of  Solomon's 
proverb,  *  "  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  mould 
£0  :  and  when  he  is  old,  he  will  not  depart  from  it." 
She  took  pleafure  in  the  performance  of  religious 
duties  in  her  youngeft  days,  and  always  loved  the 
Lord,  and  his  houie,  and  fer vice.  Frequently  has 
ftie  told  me  this,  and  for  your  improvement  I  Ihould 
like  longer  to  dwell  on  it,  and  on  her  progrefs  in 
grace  and  knowledge  ;  but  it  is  time  for  me  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  laft  fcene  of  her  life  and  piety  on  earth, 
fo  abundant  is  it  in  inftruction.  For  your  fakes  I 
wifh  you  could  all  have  been  prefent  at  it,  and  now 
that  I  could  well  lay  it  before  you. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  on  Friday  about  noon, 
{he  begged  me  to  pray  with  her,  at  the  fame  time 
obferving  that  ihe  had  but  little  time  for  this  world. 
I  anxiouily  performed  the  folemn  office  to  the  bell 
of  my  power.  Efpecially  I  befeeched  the  Almighty 
Ruler  over  all  things  to  leave  her  amongil  us  for 
the  fake  of  the  Church  as  well  as  for  that  of  her 
houfehold  and  friends  ;  and  fo  to  firencrthen  us  in 
conforming  to  his  perfect,  will,  that  at  all  events  it 
ihould  be  bleifed  to  us.  Indeed  his  will  that  (he 
ihould  depart  feemed  fo  ftrongly  marked  that  we 
could  fcarceiy  expecl  her  to  remain  among  us-  She 
was  more  anxious  about  us  and  our  future  lives 
than  for  her  own  recovery.  She  did  not  vvilh  to 
recover,  except  for  a   few  minutes  once  or  twice, 

*  Vfov.  22.   <3. 
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entertaining  a  faint  defire  to  continue  a  little  longer 
in  her  old  habitation,  which  is  fo  natural  to  the 
human  foul,  was  increafed  by  fome  ceffation  of 
pain,  and  was  encouraged  too  readily  by  us.  But 
her  fufferings  grew  more  fevere  ;  not  lefs  firm  and 
faithful  her  fortitude  in  Chrift.  Her  ftrength  was 
confiderable  ;  and  her  earneftnefs  to  improve  her 
time  in  humbling  herfelf,  ferving  us,  and  glorifying 
God,  feemed  to  increafe  as  fhe  drew  nearer  to  go- 
ing to  him,  and  to  leaving  us.  She  praifed  him 
for  his  great  andundefervedgoodnefsto  her  during 
all  her  life,  and  for  his  fupport  of  her  faith  in  Je- 
fus  in  her  laft  extremity.  She  prayed  to  him  for 
her  hufband,  and  for  all  people,  and  efpecialiy  for 
their  increafe  in  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  for  its 
wide  and  fpeedy  fpread  here  and  every  where.— 
One  addrefs  fhe  made  to  us  was  particularly  im- 
preffive,  on  account  of  the  order  and  compofure, 
beiides  the  length  and  earneftnefs  with  which  Ihe 
fpoke  to  us.  She  begged  us  to  avoid  the  evil  and 
follow  the  good  which  we  ever  witnefled  or  remem- 
bered in  her.  She  intreated  parents  who  were  pre- 
fent  to  *"  bring  up  their  children  in  the  nurture 
and  admonition  of  the  Lord ;" — to  teach  them  to 
"  remember  their  Creator  in  the  days  of  their 
youth."  She  recollected  the  children  fhe  had  an- 
fwered  for  in  Baptifm,  and  begged  the  other  fpon- 
fors  for  them  who  were  prefent  to  attend  to  their 
Chriftian  education.  She  defired  me  t  "  to  declare 
all  the  counfel  of  God"  to  his  people  :  to  warn 
them  by  the  terrors  of  the  law,  and  encourage  them 
with  the  delights  of  the  Gofpel  :  to  prefs  upon 
their  minds  and  confciences  the  great  duties  of  keep- 
ing the  Sabbath-day  holy,  and  of  exercifing  family 
prayer.     To   my  pious  regard  and  that  of  all  her 

*E\he.  C.  4.  +Acis20.  27, 
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friends  fhe  affectionately  recommended  her  hufband* 
To  God  fhe  committed  him  and  herfelf ;  and  truft- 
ing  in  him  that  judgeth  righteoufly,  fhe  retted  in- 
tirely  on  the  fure  mercies  of  Chrift. 

Strength  of  body  now  failed  her — pain  increafed 
—at  intervals  only  could  her  foul  furmount  the 
burden  and  diftrefs  of  the  body,  and  raife  itfelf  in 
pious  ejaculations  to  her  Lord.  At  one  time  fhe 
recovered  a  little,  but  £  on  fhe  dropped  again,  and 
fank  beyond  hope  of  relief  in  this  world.  As  fhe 
approached  another,  {he  proved  and  faw  her  riches 
there  :  and  fuch  was  her  comfort  in  them,  and  her 
faith  in  Jefus,  that  ihe  earneftly  defired  a  hymn 
might  be  fung.  Her  refolution  imparted  itfelf  to 
her  friends,  and  they  railed  a  fong  of  adoration — 
pleafing  to  God  and  Angels,  and  foothing,  though 
forrowful,  to  all  who  heard  it.  In  the  laft  verfe 
of  it  fhe  joined  with  a  clear  and  ftrong  voice, 
fuch  was  the  warmth  and  harmony  of  her  foul. 
Pain  feemed  for  a  fhort  time  forgotten  or  relieved, 
and  all  the  powers  of  evil  driven  away.  Yet  they 
were  not  quite  overcome,  but  they  foon  became 
fhort  and  wavering,  ani  fhe  more  ready  and  earneft 
for  pure  and  fpiritual  life  and  liberty.  Humbly, 
faithfully,  and  fervently,  fhe  often  cried  out, 
#  "  Come  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly  :"  f  "  Lord  Jefus 
receive  my  fpirit  f  yet  added,  "Thy  will  O  God  be 
done !"  A  fhort  time  before  fhe  expired,  after  fome 
painful  ftruggles,  fhe  faid, "  It  is  finifhed."  Still  fhe 
endured  a  little  longer  fufxering ;  offered  up  a  few 
fupplications,  and  raifed  herfelf  in  her  bed.  Then, 
laftly,  looking  up,  fhe  faid,  "  i  fee  the  glories  of 
Chrift's  kingdom.''  Thefe  were  her  laft  words. 
Then  finking  down  on  the  bed,  fhe  expired  with- 
out a  flruggle  or  a  groan.     So  gradual,  fo  imper- 

*  Re*.  22.  20.  +  Acts  7.  M>. 
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ccptible  was  the  departure  of  her  fpirit,  the  repa- 
ration of  foul  and  body,  that  we  hang  over  it  in 
fufpenfe  for  many  minutes.  But  fhe  is  gone !  Gone 
to  her  Lord  in  Paradife !  Her  foul  is  there — redeem- 
ed from  an  earthly  body  and  world ;  free  to  praife 
him  purely  and  perfectly  without  any  interruption 
or  failure  of  love,  or  joy,  or  happinefs.  Her  body 
is  at  reft  in  the  grave,  "  aileep  in  Chrift,"  waiting 
its  redemption  alfo,  and  glorious  liberty,  till  he  lhall 
call  it  forth,  and  raife  it  again,  and  unite  it  with  the 
foul,  to  be  fpiritualized  and  glorified  together,  and 
fitted  for  perfect  and  eternal  happinefs  with  the 
Lord  in  Heaven,  there  to  reign  triumphant  in  Chrift, 
the  Redeemer  and  Rewarder  of  all  who  die  in  him. 
She  died  in  him  you  have  feen  :  and  death  hath 
no  fting,  and  the  grave  is  no  burden  or  terror  to 
her  now.  Through  this  vale  of  tears,  and  the  val- 
ley of  the  madow  of  death,  Ihe  is  gone  to  her  long 
home,  and  we  fhall  go  through  the  ftreets  mourn- 
ing. But  though  *  "  weeping  may  endure  for  a 
night,  joy  cometh  in  the  morning."  t  "  Here  we 
are  ftr angers  and  fojourners  for  a  Ihort  time,  as 
were  all  our  fathers,"  and  foon  fliall  we  be  again 
with  her,  and  the  fpirits  of  all  juft  men  departed,  if 
we  go  the  way  which  Ihe  has  travelled  before  us, 
under  the  guidance  of  God  and  the  Gofpel  of  his 
Son  Jefus  Chrift,  who  went  through  this  world, 
and  death  and  the  grave,  J  to  make  ftraight  a  high* 
way  for  all  them  that  will  walk  therein. 

Confider  her  as  gone  on  a  journey  before  you,  ar- 
rived in  a  delightful  country,  yea,  in  Paradife  and 
heavenly  places,  and  expecting  you  to  join  her  in  fo- 
ciety  of  faints  above,  if  you  have  had  with  her  com- 
munion of  faints  below.  This  communion  in  part 
continues,  and  though  ftie  is  a  greater  ftranger  than 

I  lilt  — ■»— M 

*  Psalm  20.  5.         f  i  Chroa.  29.  15.         +  Vide  Isaiah  35,  8. 
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formerly  to  this  earth,  and  is  to  vifit  this  imperfect 
land  no  more,yet  you  are  not  ftrangers  to  each  other. 
You  have  treafure  together  in  Heaven  :  yours 
above  and  beyond  this  world  is  increafed.  You 
have  together  *  "  one  faith,  one  hope,  one  love,  one 
fpirit,  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  One  God  and  Fath- 
er of  all,  who  is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in 
you  all."  Follow  on  to  greater  riches  and  more 
bleffed  communion  in  him  and  in  heaven  :  and  may 
I  help  you  on  your  way  home — long,  everlafting 
home,  there  ;  t  "as  forrowful  now,  yet  always  rejoic- 
ing," forrowing  and  feparated  from  her  we  mourn 
for,  at  prefent,  and  from  our  fins,  but  always  rejoic- 
ing and  united  in  communion  with  our  Lord  and, 
faints.  Weep,  when  you  remember  her,  but  con- 
tinue to  praife  God  with  her,  though  you  are  in  dif- 
ferent manfions.  You  are  not  in  a  ftrange  land,* 
and  your  homes  are  not  far  apart,  long  feparate. 
Remember  her,  and  much  more  your  Lord  :  and 
fing  the  fongs  of  Zion,  in  concord  to  him,  as  you 
lately  did  with  her,  and  in  Heaven  you  will  be  to- 
gether with  her  §  "  harping  with  your  harps,  and 
Snging  a  new  fong  before  the  throne  of  God." 
|| "  Lift  up  your  eyes  to  the  hills  whence  cometh 
your  help.  Look  to  your  long  home,  and  run  with 
patience  the  race  that  is  fet  before  you.  The  Lord 
is  at  hand ;  and  he  fhall  preferve  thy  goings  out  and 
thy  coming  in,  from  this  time  forth,  and  even  for- 
evermore."  %  "  In  him  truft,  and  though  he  flay 
thee,  yet  fhall  he  be  thy  falvation."  JMore  I  cannot 
fay.  I  cannot  exhort  you  further  thisday.  I  com- 
mend you  all  to  him.  I  pray  you  go  in  peace,  and 
come  again  here,  further  to  improve  the  forrow  and 
the  fervice  of  this  day. 

*  Ephes.  4.  4.  5.  6.        f  2  Cor.  6.  10.        +  Vide  Psalm  137. 
§  Rev.  14.  2.  3.         |J  Psalm  121.         f  Job  13.  15.  16, 
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Lay  to  heart  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  live 
fo  that  your  laft  end  may  be  like  her's.  Mourn  for 
your  fins,  and  for  your  lofs  on  earth,  but  be  com- 
forted in  a  Redeemer,  and  in  riches  in  Heaven. 
Add  to  my  comfort  by  making  her  ftill  an  inftru- 
ment  of  good  and  gain  to  yourfeives  in  your  future 
lives,  and  by  her  yet  fpeaking  to  you  more  power- 
fully than  I  can  fpeak.  I  am  comforted  in  having 
fpoken  to  you  her  funeral  difcourfe — her  call  to 
right  eousnefs,  and  dying  admonitions,  which 
*  "  cry  to  you  from  the  ground."  Oh  f"  keep  them 
and  ponder  them  in  your  heart.  Fraife  God  in 
all  the  things  you  have  heard  and  feen,  as  they 
are  told  unto  you  ;"  and  comfort  one  another  in 
telling  them  again  and  mewing  forth  his  glory,  her 
happinefs,  and  yours  to  come  :  which  God  or  his 
infinite  mercy  daily  increafe  ! 

Go  in  peace  to  your  tabernacles  on  earth,  and  in 
heart  and  foul  travel  on  towards  your  laft  manlion 
of  heavenly  blifs  and  reft.  Be  ready  to  depart,  and 
to  go  to  the  Lord  :  and  may  your  long  home  be 
with  him,  and  with  all  his  faints  who  are  gone  be- 
fore, and  with  thofe  who  have  yet  to  follow  !  May 
we  be  |  "  one  fold  under  one  Shepherd,"  Jefus  Chrift 
our  Lord  1  §  "  Now  the  God  of  peace  that  brought 
again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jefus,  that  great 
Shepherd  of  the  iheep,  through  the  blood  of  the  ever- 
lading  covenant,  make  you  per  feci:  in  every  good 
work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that  which  is 
well  pleafmg  in  his  fight,  through  Jefus  Chrift  ;  to 
whom  be  glory  forever  and  ever...... AMEN. 

• J^—«»™— _»»__JW«_-™_™i — _____ _____ 

*Gen.4.  10.       +  Luke2. 19.  20.      +  John  10.  16.      §  Heb, 
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LET  ME  DIE  THE  DEATH    OF    THE    RIGHTEOUS,  AND 
LET    MY    LAST    END   BE    LIKE    HIS  ! 


I  HOPE  that  the  occafion  and  fubjecT:  of  our  laft 
meeting  here  made  a  good  and  deep  impreflion 
on  you.  I  hope  that  it  continues  to  our  prefent 
advantage,  and  that  we  may  follow  it  up  to  greater 
improvement  :  that  we  are  prepared  and  difpofed 
further  to  confider  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and 
their  laft  end. 

"  Man  goeth  to  his  long  home,  and  the  mourners 
go  about  the  ftreets."  This  was  the  particular  fub- 
jecl  of  our  laft  contemplation  and  difcourfe  in  re- 
flecting on  one  of  us — one  of  our  number  here,  in 
this  very  place  a  few  weeks  ago — a  filler,  a  faint, 
departed,  being  gone  to  her  long  home  ;  and  our 
being  called  upon,  moved,  and  drawn  out,  in  body 
and  fpirit,  to  go  about  the  ftreets  mourning.  We 
have  mourned,  I  hope  to  our  comfort  and  profit, 
efpecially  thofe  who  were  principally  called  upon  by 
the  viiitation  of  God — comfort  and  profit  in  feeing 
more  clearly  the  happinefs  of  the  righteous  in  their 
death,  and  the  good  propofed  and  prepared  for  us 
by  our  being  humbled  under  the  hand  of  God  and 
fitted  more  faithfully  to  fubmit  to  him,  to  ferve 
him,  and  to  truft  in  him  only.  In  his  late  difpen- 
fations,  and  in  preparation  for  all  future  ones,  may 
we  have  learnt  to  fay  and  fee  *  "  all  things  work 
together  for  good  to  thofe  who  love  God  :"  that 
t  "  it  is  good  for  us  to  have  been  afflicted :"  and  to 

♦Rom.  8.  23.  f  Psalm  119.  71, 


have  been,  and  belonged  to,  the  houfe  of  mourn* 

This  houfe  fa  the  houfe  of  mourning — of  forrow 
for  our  fins,  for  our  unworthinefs,  for  our  fo  much 
defer ving  only  the  chaftifements  of  our  Lord.  Our 
laft  meeting  in  it  was  a  mournful  one  ;  one  of  la- 
mentation over  the  confequences  of  original  fin,  the 
death  of  fallen  man^  the  feparation  of  lover  and 
friend,  of  brother  and  filler,  the  interruption  of 
our  happinefs.  Yet  it  was  good  for  us  to  have  been 
here,  and  it  is  fo  now  alfo,  I  truft,  for  our  prepara- 
tion for  future  happinefs.  But  this  houfe  of  God 
is  alfo  the  *  <v  the  gate  of  Heaven,"  the  way  to  Pa- 
ladife  and  Chrift,  to  our  mourning  being  turned 
into  rejoicing,  our  forrow  into  joy,  joy  in  the 
goodneis  of  our  Lord,  and  his  riches  in  Heaven.-  — 
However,  here  on  earth,  the  Houfe  of  God,  the 
Church  of  God,  every  Chriftian,  is  fometimes,  yea 
frequently,  fad  and  call:  down,  perfecuted  and  tor- 
mented, as  our  great  Llead  was,  the  Son  of  God 
himfelf ;  to  fhew  that  nothing  in  this  world  is  per- 
fect or  lafting,  truly  found  or  happy  in  its  nature, 
except  wrhat  is  fit  for,  come  down  from,  and  intend- 
ed for  Heaven  ;  and  alio  to  flew  that  t  "here  we 
muft  fuffer  with  Chrift  as  he  did,  that  we  may  be 
glorified  with  him.,,  The  houfe  of  God  is  the  chief 
place  for  our  learning  and  improving  thefe  things, 
our  entering  into,  and  partaking  of,  his  forrow  on 
earth,  and  his  joy  in  Heaven  ;  our  preparing  for 
I "  a  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  a  long  home,  eter* 
nal  in  the  Heavens,"  before  wre  depart  hence,  and 
the  mourners  go  about  the  ftreets.  This  chief  place 
of  preparation  therefore  is  pleafant  and  defirable  to 
thofe  to  go  up  to,  who  are  feeking  for  and  travelling 
towards  Heaven — a  fort  of  home,  at  leaft,  a  place  of 
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refrefhment  for  them,  to  help  them  to  go  on  their 
way  rejoicing,  till  they  come  to  their  long  home, 
the  Paradife  of  our  Lord.  Here  they  delight  to 
dwell,  to  praife  God  in  his  courts  ;  and  here  they 
find  themfelves  nearer  home  than  any  where  elfe  oil 
earth.  She  who  is  lately  gone  to  her  long  home, 
and  for  the  lofs  of  whom  we  have  mourned,  rejoic- 
ed to  worihip  God  here,  and  looked  forward  to 
greater  pleafure  in  future  worihip  here  than  in  any 
thing  elfe  on  earth,  if  her  life  were  prolonged.  But 
Hie  is  removed  to  greater  happinefs,  and  more  per- 
fect communion  with  our  Lord,  than  this  houfe,  or 
any  place  on  earth  can  afford.  She  has  left  us  #  "  art 
example  of  the  believers"  in  our  Lord  ;  and  t "  the 
memory  of  the  juft  is  bleffed  :"  and  bieffed  to  us  \t 
©ur  memory  of  her,  if  it  encourage  and  affift  us  in 
preparing  for  dying  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and 
for  our  laft  end  bein^  like  her's.  This  was  fet  be- 
fore  you  in  our  lad  difcourfe,  and  in  it  you  had  a 
bright  example  of  the  death  of  the  righteous.  Sure- 
ly alfo  you  had  great  encouragement  for  conficlering 
and  living  the  life  of  the  righteous  ;  and  though  I 
QiaU  not  now  dwell  on  the  character  and  conduct  of 
the  deceafed,  yet  in  recommending  to  you  the  life 
of  the  righteous,  I  would  remind  vou  alio  that  her 
life,  as  well  as  her  end,  was  that  of  the  righteous. 

My  chief  object  atprefent,  is,  to  exhort  and  per- 
fuade  you  to  live  the  life  of  the  righteous,  that  your 
laft  end  may  be  like  his. 

In  my  laft  addrefs  to  you  I  fpoke  of  the  vanity  of 
all  worldly  things,  every  thing  here  below,  feparate 
from  godlinefs.  I  {hewed  you  the  humility  and 
fufferings  of  Chrift  on  earth,  and  the  advantage  of 
humiliation  to  us  ;  and  I  difplayed  the  power  and 
fpirit,  and  joy  of  faith,  hope,  and  love  in  our  Lord 
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in  the  life  and  death  cf  any  and  all  faints—the  hap* 
pinefs  of  drawing  nearer  to  our  Lord.  I  would 
now  efpecially  perfuade  you  to  turn  to  him,  to  come 
to  him,  to  truft  only  in  him  ;  to  prepare  for  him 
againfi  any  hour  when  he  may  vifit  you  in  any  dif- 
penfation  of  life  or  death,  mercy  or  judgment  ;  to 
be  ready  efpecially  for  death,  *  "for  ye  know  not  at 
what  hour  your  Lord  may  come." 

Firft,  I  mall  obferve  that  all  men  wifli  to  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous.  In  the  next  place  I  Ihall  ex- 
hort you  to  prepare  for  this  without  delay  :  and 
laftly  I  mail  treat  of  the  reward  and  happinefs  of 
being  always  prepared. 

All  men  wifh  to  die  the  death  of  the  righteous* 
The  words  of  my  text,  u  let  me  die  the  death 
OF  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be 
like  his,"  wereipoken  by  the  unrighteous  prophet 
Balaam,  who  contrary  to  his  knowledge  of  the  will 
of  God,  would  go  to  Balak  with  a  defire  of  curling 
Xfrael.  The  Lord  let  him  go,  but  forced  him  to  pro- 
nounce a  bleffins:  inftead  of  a  curfe  on  that  chofen 
people,  whom  the  wicked  prophet  wifhed  deftroyed. 
The  enemies  of  our  Lord  were  his  friends  ;  and 
though  he  could  not  help  them  as  a  prophet,  yet  he 
counfelled  and  affifled  them  in  their  great  wicked- 
nefs,  in  feducing  and  debauching  the  children  of 
Ifrael.  Such  Were  his  covetoufnefs  and  wickednefs 
that  he  is  frequently  mentioned  in  fcripture  as  be- 
ing notorious  for  his  impiety  ;  yet,  his  wifh.  was, 
that  he  might  die  the  death  of  the  righteous-  And 
this  is  the  wifh  of  every  man,  however  unrighteous 
his  life  may  be. 

t  "  There  is  no  peace,  faith  my  God,  to  the 
wicked  !"  Men  may  occupy  themfelves  in  the  ac- 
quirement or  abufe  of  wealth  or  power,  and  in  the 
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indulgence  of  flnful  pleafures  or  excefles,  but  they 
will  derive  from  thefe  things  only  poor  and  tran- 
fient  enjoyment  indeed  ;  followed,  at  leaft,  by  re- 
morfe,  if  not  accompanied  with  it ;  and  ending  in 
trouble  and  mifery.  f  "  A  wounded  fpirit  who  can 
bear"~—a  conscience  full  of  offence  againft  God  and 
man  ?  It  is  afraid  of  both,  yea,  even  of  itfelf  ;  it 
cafts  up  terror,  and  dark  and  difmal  profpects  ; 
f  <c  Like  the  troubled  fea,  it  cannot  reft."  Re- 
fle^ion  on  the  pail:  will  fometimes  fhew  that  there 
i?  iio  profit^  no  fure  or  lafting  peace  or  pleafure  in 
thefe  paifing  vanities,  and  worldly  fenfual  gratifica^ 
tioiftSi  lieaibn  will  fometimes  look  forward,  and 
fay,  whither  do  thefe  things  tend,  and  where  am  I 
g  ;og,  ana  what  fhall  be  their  and  my  end  ?  A 
c  of  viiitation  or  adverfjty  will  fometimes  hap- 
pen, and  prove  that  there  is  no  good  ftore  or  foun- 
dation laid  up  againfl:  the  time  to  come — againft 
the  life  after  this  one..  Confcience  will  fay,  that 
there  is  a  day  of  future  account  and  reward,  when 
'+  u  thefe  {hail  go  away  into  everlafting  punifhment, 
but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal."  Though  the 
wicked  endeavour  not  to  believe  the  word  of  God, 
and  this  lenience  out  of  it,  yet  they  cannot  alto- 
gether difbelieve  this  warning  of  their  own  con- 
fcience. It  will  rife  up  againft  them,  and  whifper 
to  them,  (except  they'  are  hardened  indeed)  that 
fin  perfifted  in,  fhall  be  puniflied,  and  that  the  wages 
of  it  are  death  and  mifery  everlafting.  Sin  will 
ever  leave  a  fting  behind  :  ancl  §  "  the  fting  of 
4eath  is  fin." 

Every  map,  the  wicked  as  well  as  the  good, 
know  that  they  muft  die,  and  fear,  at  leaft,  if  they 
will  not  believe  ||  "  after  this  the  judgment."    They 
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cannot  altogether,  or  long,  drive  this  out  of  their 
thoughts  and  profpecls,  though  they  may  put  away 
the  God  of  peace  and  falvation  far  from  them,  and 
fay  unto  him,  *  "  Depart  from  us,  for  we  defire 
not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways.  What  is  the  Al- 
mighty that  we  mould  ferve  him  ?  and  what  profit 
mould  we  have,  if  we  pray  unto  him  ?"  Sicknefs 
will  vifit  them  or  their  friends,  and  tell  them  that 
this  body  cannot  laft  ;  that  it  muft  die.  Death  will 
draw  near  to  them,  and  fay  to  them,  in  their  own 
cafe  or  danger,  or  that  of  others,  ere  long,  Tour 
hour  muft  come.  Then  will  they  fay,  can  they  dare 
to  fay,  "  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
and  let  my  laft  end  be  like  his.''  This  is  their  de- 
fire,  their  wiflied  for  end  ;  and  they  would  entertain 
a  hope  of  this,  could  they  hope  in  the  God  of  Hope. 
This  would  be  their  prayer,  could  they  look  up  to 
him  as  their  acknowledged  Lord  and  Mafter  ;  could 
they  alk  in  faith  ?  did  they  truft  in  prayer  and  ferv- 
ing  him.  Think  of  the  mifery  of  not  being  able, 
bold  to  offer  up  this  prayer  with  faith  and  hope — of 
having  no  comfort,  or  expectation  of  happinefs,  in 
the  life  after  this — of  looking  forward  to  a  dreadful 
death  and  judgment.  Conlider  the  latter  end  of 
the  wicked,  and  learn  wifdom. 

About  to  depart  from  this  body  and  world,  from 
corruptible  and  faded  things  below,  to  enter  into  a 
ftate  where  no  fort  or  degree  of  pleafure,  or  eafe,  or 
comfort,  lightens  the  burden  of  fin  and  woe,  muft 
make  the  near  profpeel:  of  death  dreadful  indeed. 
In  this  world,  God  fends  refrefhing  rain  and  fun- 
fhine  on  the  evil  and  the  good,  but  after  this  life  the 
wicked  will  have  no  portion  of  comfortable  light, 
or  refreshment,  from  God,  or  any  other  fource.  He 
will  put  them  far  away  from  him  then,  and  con= 
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demri  them  to  fearful  and  corroding  mifery,  to  wait 
the  day  of  final  wrath  and  judgment.     Before  they 
depart  this  world  they  forebode  this,  they  forefee 
this  ;    they  would  *  "  fay  to  the  mountains,  fall  on 
us,  and  to  the  hills,  cover  us  from  the  face  of  the 
Lord  ;  but  they  cannot  efcape  or  hide  themfelves 
from  his  wrath/'  and  their  own  guilt  and  remorfe. 
Departed  from  this  world,  arrived  where  the  evil 
fpirits,  and  the  fpirits  of  wicked  men  gone  before 
them,  dwell,  they  find  only  accufing  and  condemning 
brethren,  hateful  and  hating  one  another-— accom- 
plices, advifers,  and  fervants  of  their  former  guilt--- 
iharers  and  increafers  of  their  preient  mifery.     If 
they  can  there  recognize,  or  fee  at  a  diftance,  any 
good  fpirits   of  perfons  formerly  known   to  them, 
yet  there  is  a  great  gulf  fixed  between  them,  and 
they  can  only  afk  in  vain  for  help,  and  fee  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  righteous  to  the  increafe  of  their  own 
mifery  .f     They  look  forward  to  a  day  of  refurrec- 
tion  and  final  retribution  ;  and  what  a  profpect  and 
place  of  torment  are  before  them- — an  end  of  any 
thing  like  hope— a  completion  of  indefcribable  mif- 
ery !  Hell  beneath  !  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimfione, 
where  the  devil  and  his  angels,  and  all  impenitent 
fmners,  fliall  be  punifhed,  and  where  J  "  the  fmoke 
of  their  torment  afcendeth  up  forever   and  ever  ; 
and  thry  have  no  refl  day  nor  night."     Remember 
that  this  is  fcripture,  the  word  of  God,  the  revela- 
tion of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  believe  and  repent,  and  be 
faved  from  this  judgment  to  come  on  the  wicked 
and  unbelievers.    While  living,  lay  it  to  heart ;  and 
lay  hold  on  eternal  life  in  the  Son  of  God,     Be  wife 
and  learned,  O  ye  people — old  and  young,  rich  and 
poor,  all  people — ye  my  people  and  hearers  cfpecbi- 
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4y  ;  and  ferve  the  Lord  in  fear,  and  rejoice  untQ 
him  with  reverence.  Kifs  the  Son,  (come  unto  him) 
left  he  be  angry,  and  fo  ye  perifh  from  the  right 
way  ;  if  his  wrath  be  kindled,  yea,  but  a  little  ;  but 
Helled  are  all  they  that  put  their  truft  in  him.* 

You  have  confiderecl  the  death  of  the  wicked  \ 
you  are  perfuaded  of  their  fears  of  it j  you  are  fen- 
iible  that  they  all  wifti  to  fay,  "  Let  me  die  the  death 
of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  laft  end  be  like  his.'* 
The  next  object  of  my  difcourfe  is  to  exhort  you  to 
prepare  without  delay  for  dying  the  death  of  the 
righteous. 

Firft  of  all,  I  irmft  perfuade  you  of  the  danger  of 
delay,  and  then  £hew  you  that  a  righteous  life  is  the 
only  preparation,  and  that  your  righteoufnefs  muft 
be  built  o.ri  Jems  Christ,  f  "  for  pther  foundations 
can  no  man  lay." 

Every  wife  man  muft  remember  and  fay  with  Sol- 
omon, | "  Thou  knoweft  net  what  a  day  may  bring 
forth,"  and  muft  be  aware  of  the  uncertainty  of 
human  life.  The  book  of  God  abounds  with  fo 
many  warnings  to  this  purpofe,  that  if  people  would 
but  frequently  read  it,  they  would  not  forget  any 
more  than  David  did,  that  §  "  there  is  but  a  ftep 
between  them  and  death  :"  that  "  the  days  of  man 
are  as  grafs  ;  for  the  wind  paffeth  over  it,  and  it  is 
gone."  The  flighteft  obfervatibn  muft  mew  that 
death  comes  at  all  times  to  different  perfons  :  that  it 
vifits  the  young  as  well  as  the  old,  the  ftrong  as  Well 
as  the  weak  :  that  fome  linger  lon^  on  a  bed  of 
licknefs,  while  otjiers  are  but  a  fliort  time  ill  :  that 
where  it  is  little  expected  it  often  happens  :  that 
fome  die  fuddenly,  and  not  many  arrive  at  old  agefc 
All  this  is  fo  plain  that  I  need  not  dwell  upon  it  . 

*VidePsa!ra  2.  10.  11.  l2.0Id  Translation.  +1  Cot.  3.  IV 
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yet  how  little  is  it  confidered  by  moll  people  to  their 
own  warning  and  advantage*  Even  when  they  lofef 
near  relations,  or  dear  friends,  how  foon  they  for- 
get that  they  are  gone  into  a  better  or  a  worfe  ilate  ? 
and  that  they  themfelves  alfo  muft  foon  die.  I  doj 
not  fay  that  they  forget  the  death  of  their  friends, 
but  that  they  forget  the  confequerices  of  it,  and  the 
warning  of  it :  they  regard  not  their  own  and  their 
friends*  interefts  and  inheritance  in  life  eternal. 
Let  not  this  be  the  cafe  witli  any  of  us,  efpecially 
with  thofe  who  are  now  affected  by  the  death  of  our 
friend.  It  is  intended  for  our  improvement  at  all 
events,  and  for  the  increafe  of  future  happinefs  to 
all  who  are  affected  by  it.  I  muff  fpeak  of  her 
whom  we  how  mourn  for,  the  cafe  nearefl  to  our 
prefent  feelings.  She  has  died  the  death  of  the 
righteous,  and  has  gained  indeed  by  her  ex- 
change of  the  imperfect  glories  of  Chrift's  kingdom 
in  this  world,  for  the  higher  glories  and  enjoyments 
of  it  in  Paradife.  What  happinefs  to  her  to  fee  and 
enter  into  thefe  !  what  comfort  to  us  to  believe  in 
her  going  there  !  what  encouragement  to  prepare 
and  endeavour  to  follow  after — 4o  have  our  coniza- 
tion alfo  in  Heaven,  our  affections- fet  on  things  above! 
what  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  look  forward  to  and 
expect  more  perfect  and  uninterrupted  communion 
with  our  Lord  and  all  faints  *  "  in  the  midft  of  the 
Paradife  of  God  i"  This  is  the  purchafe  of  the  death 
of  Chrift,  the  reward  and  effects  of  faith  in  him. 
This  is  the  confequence  of  the  life  and  death  of  the 
righteous.  But  I  muft  return  to  my  more  immedi- 
ate argument,  the  proof  of  the  uncertainty  of  life* 
She,  the  lofs  of  whom  in  this  world  we  now  lament,, 
how  lately,  a  few  Sundays  ago,  was  Ihe  in  health, 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  as  much  happinefs  as  thb 
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life  and  this  place  can  afford  ;  for  the  laft  time*  flic 
was  here,  me  received  the  facrament  of  our  Lord's 
Supper  !  How  little  did  we  expect  that  me  would  be 
fo  foon  removed  from  worlhipping  God  here  to  cel- 
ebrating his  praife  in  purer  realms  of  blifs  and  har- 
mony !  How  little  do  you  expect,  any  of  you,  per- 
haps, here,  that  in  a  few  weeks  you  will  alfo  be  re- 
moved into  another  world  and  life  !  Yet,  in  all  prob- 
ability, it  will  be  the  cafe  of  fdme  one  of  you  here— 
one  of  us— God  only  knows  whom.  Perhaps  more 
than  one  of  us,  perhaps  myfelf.  This  may  be  your 
or  my  lafl  meeting  here,  my  laft  addreis  to  you  ;  fo 
certainly,  that  I  need  not  lofe  time  in  perfuading  you 
of  it.,  I  would  improve  it  to  more  profitable  dif- 
courfe.  Oh  !  that  this,  perhaps  my  laft  addrefs  to 
you,  may  prepare  you  better  than  any  former  one, 
for  death  !  may  prepare  you  and  me  for  dying  the 
death  of  the  righteous. 

You  are  convinced  that  you  may  die  very  foon. 
Now  remember  alio,  that  this  life  only  is  your  time 
of  probation  and  preparation  for  another  :  that  you1 
muft  work  here  t "  while  it  is  day,  for  the  night 
cometli  when  no  man  can  work  :"  that  every  one 
(hall  I  "  receive  [the  reward  of}  the  things  done  in 
his  body,  according  to  that  he  hath  done,  whether  it 
be  good  or  bad  :"  that  if  any  one  in  this  world  per- 
fift  in  §  "  turning  away  from  him  that  fpeaketh  from 
Heaven/'  "there  remaineth  no  more  facrifice  for 
fins,  but  a  certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment, 
and  fiery  indignation."  Remember,  that  if  you  dtf 
not  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  your  laft  end 
will  not  be  like  his,  but  miferable  indeed !  more 
{{locking  than  any  thing  we  can  conceive,  much  lefs 
defcribe  !  Repentance  to  falvation  muft  be  in  this 

*  Easter-day,   the  festival    of  the  resurrection  of   our  Lord, 
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world,  and  none  are  iliut  out  from  it,  for  *  "  God 
is  not  willing  that  any  fhould  periih,  but  that  all 
fhould  come  to  repentance."  t  "  But  except  ye  re- 
pent  ye  {hall  all  likewife  perifh." 

The  beft  of  us  is  deficient  in  doing  our  duty  to 
God,  and  our  neighbour,  and  ourfelves.     If  we  look 
Sack  on  our  former  lives,  yea,  but  a  little  way  back, 
we  mall  fee   many  tranfgreiTions.     If  we  look  into 
ourfelves  we  mail  find  many  faults  and  failures  in 
our  heart  and  mind  ;  a  foul  not  fuificiently  given  to 
God.     We  are  blind  becaufe  we  do  not  look  into 
ourfelves,  and  becaufe  we  do  not  try  ourfelves   by 
the  rigliteoufnefs  of  Chrift.     When  we  know  him, 
his  fuffering  for  fin,  God's  hatred  of  it,  its  corrupt- 
ing, defiling,  and  destructive  nature,  we  fhall  abhor 
our  guilt,  and  confefs  our  unworthinefs.     When  we 
fee  tnis,   and  at  the  fame  time  the  mercy  of  God, 
and  che  death  of  his  only  Son  for  us  finful  creatures, 
we  fhall  be  moved  to  \  "  godly  forrow,  which  work- 
eth  repentance  to  falvation  ;"  we  fhall  die  unto  fin, 
and  live  unto  rigliteoufnefs — rigliteoufnefs  which, 
however,  is  only  fuificient  through  faith  in  that  of 
jefus  Chrift,  and  which  mull  be  accompanied  with 
a  penitent  and  a  contrite  heart.     This  is  required 
from  the  beil  of  us  ;  but  they  who  have  forgotten 
God  days  without  number, and  therefore  done  wrong 
continually,  without  meafure  I  may  fay,  how  great 
repentance  do  they  need  !  Yet  thefe  are  invited  to 
turn  to  God,  and  believe  in  his  Son,  and  repent  of 
their  fins,  and  be  faved.     §  "  Though  their  fins  be 
as  fcarlet,  and  red  like  crimfcn  of  a  deep  bloody  dye 
indeed,  yet  they  fhall  be  pardoned,  if  they  be  wil- 
ling and  obedient  to  follow  the  law  and  the  gofpel. 
They  are  fpared  from   death   and  deflruclion  that 
they  may  yet  be  converted,    and  live  to   God  and 
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iighteoufnefs.    They  are  called  upon  while  it  is  time?- 
to  efcape  damnation,     *  "  Behold,  now  is  the  ac- 
cepted time  ;  behold,  now  is  the  day  of  falvation," 
if  they  now  turn  to  the  Lord  with  mourning  for 
their  fins,  praying  forgiveriefs,  and  following  attei4 
righteoufnefs.      Let  them  not  think  to  put  off  re- 
pentance y  this  is  increafirig  their  fin,  their  danger; 
arid  their  difficulty.      They  know  not  how  long, 
how  short  a  time,  I  mould  fay,  they  have  to  live  : 
and  let  them  not  wait, for  the  day  of  ficknefs  or  ad- 
veriity.     Adverfity  cannct  be  greatef  than  their  pre- 
fent  ftate,  except  that  of  being  finally  and  complete- 
ly loft  :  and  ficknefs  may  quite  difable  them — -will 
certainly  in  fome  degree — from  feeing  their  loft  ef- 
tate,  and  from  turning  to  God  and  the  fure  mercies 
of  Chrift*  and  laying  hold  on  the  means  and  helps 
to  the  redemption  and  renewal  of  a  fick  and  fallen 
foul.     Oh  I  let  not  them,  or  any  of  us,  harden  our 
hearts,  as  in  the  day  of  provocation,  when  we  finned 
and  believed  not  God,  but  to-day,  while  it  is  day,  let 
us  hear  his  voice,  and  enter  into  his  reft  ;  believe  in 
his  Son  and  obey  him.     Let  us  now  prepare,  and  be 
ready,  for  dying  the  death  of  the  righteous. 

Death  is  that  event  and  time  of  our  exiftence  in 
which  we  enter  into  a  new  ftate  of  greater  happinefs 
or  mifery,  according  to  our  righteoufnefs  or  unright- 
eoufnefs  performed  here.     Then  our  probation  is 
ended,  and  our  ftate  of  reward  or  punifhment  com- 
mences.    If  we  have  been  righteous,   it  is  full  of 
comfort  ;  if  unrighteous,   full  of  terror.     Reafon, 
confcience,  our  fpirit,  witnefs  to  thefe  things — to  our 
prefent  and  future  ftate.     At  any  time  during  life, 
or  on  the  confines  of  death,  they  are  able  to  witnefs 
to  thefe  things.     We  know,  or  might  know  our  ftate, 
if  we  would  afk  ourfelves  whether  we  are  ready  to 
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idle  the  death  of  the  righteous.  But  alas  !  how  feL 
dom  molimen  alk  themfelyes  this  important  quef- 
tion  ;  therefore,  how  little  in  general  are  they  pre  • 
pared  to  anfwer  it,  rather  how  afraid  in  general  are 
they. to  alk  or  anfwer  any  fuch  queflion.  If  this  be 
their  condition,  however,  I  fhouid  fay,  that  they,  for 
the  mod  part  at  leaft,  are  not  prepared  to  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous,  becaufe  they  have  not  lived 
the  life  of  the  rkhteous.  Men's  own  underftandin^s 
tell  them  pretty  clearly  that  if  they  would  have  the 
reward  of  a  righteous  man,  they  mud  live  the  life 
of  a  righteous  man  ;  and  that  as  they  labour  for  any 
thing,,  fuch  {hall  be  their  harvefi?  The  word  of  God3 
which  few  never  hear,  tells  them  plainly,  *  "  Be  not 
deceived  ;  God  is  not  mocked  :  for  whatsoever  a 
man  foweth,  that  fhall  he  alio  reap.  For  he  that 
foweth  to  his  fleiri,  fhall  of  the  flefh  reap  corruption : 
but  he  that  foweth  to  the  fpirit,  ft  ail  of  the  fpirit 
reap  life  everlasting,'*  Reafon  and  obfervatipn,  fair- 
ly confulted,  would  alfo  iliew  that  Chriflian  right- 
eoufnefs  is  the  only  true  rightepufnefs  ;  and  that  or. 
ourfelves — our  own  working  without  the  grace  of 
God,  we  are  not  equal  to  it  :  and  the  revelation  of 
jefus  Chrift  tells  us,  that  of  purfelyes  we  are  not  fuf- 
fecient  even  to  think  any  thing  as  of  purfelyes,  right- 
eous in  the  fight  of  God  ;  but*  that,  through  faith  in 
his  Son,  y/e  are  fufhcient  fpr  all  righteoufnefs.  I 
wifh  that  I  could  enlarge  on  this,  cpmfortable  theme, 
but  I  muft  confine  myfelf  to  a  few  plain  remarks. 

The  world,  the  fleih,  and  the  devil,  are  combined 
againfl  us  ;  we  are  naturally  difpofed  tp  ferve  them  \ 
t c*  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againfl  God.."  Yet  we 
muft  overcome  all  thefe  difficulties  if  we  would  tc 
righteous.  How  can  we  think,  propofe,  expect,  or 
fet  about,  doing  all  this  ;  fighting  againfl:  ourfelves 
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and  our  own  nature  ;  refilling   and  conquering  fo 
many  enemies  ?  Believe  only  that  you  can  do  it,  and 
that  great  will  be  your  reward  and  profit  in  doing 
it,  and  it  will  be  done.     Believe  only  in  the  power  of 
God,  through  Jefus  Chrift  offered  to  you.     Believe 
that  He,  the  Son  of  God,   lived  and  died  on  earth 
for  our  fakes,  to  give  us  the  Spirit  of  God,  to  renew 
in  us  all  right eoufnefs.    Believe  in  his  mfferings,  and 
his  love  for  us  ;  for  this  object,  that  we  might  love 
him  and  obey  him,    and  be  righteous  and  happy. 
Believe  in  his  love  for  us,  and  his  purchafe  of  heav- 
enly powers  and  happinefs  for  us,  and  we  mull  love 
him,  and  ufe  and  cultivate  his  gifts,  and  refift  and 
refufc  every  thing  at  enmity  againft  him.     Believe 
all  this  ;  and  our  love  of  him,  and  his  love  for  us, 
will  make  us  dwell  in  him,  and  he  in  us  ;  and  then 
the  world,    the  flelh  and  the  devil,  cannot  prevail 
over  us;  for  *aif  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  againftus  ?" 
But  without  God  on  our  fide,  without  faith  in  his 
Son,  and  in  his  gifts  and  promifes,we  cannot  have  de- 
fire  or  encouragement,  power  or  fpirit,  to  work  out 
the  righteoufnefs  of  a  Chriflian,  to  fee  the  happinefs 
of  one,  to  expect  the  reward  of  one— to  love  the  Lord 
our  God  with  all  our  heart,  and  every  neighbour  as 
ourfelves,  and  as  a  brother  ;  we  fhall  be  unequal  to 
living  the  life  of  the  righteous,  and  therefore  dying 
the  death  of  the  righteous.     Jefus  Chrift  is  the  only 
way  to  happinefs  and  to  Heaven.    If  we  do  not  build 
on  him  we  cannot  raife  up  any  work  of  righteouf- 
nefs, or  treafure  in  Heaven  :  and  where  he  is  preach- 
ed, his  covenant  of  falvation  declared  to  us,  we  can- 
not have  any  excufe  for  not  accepting  it,  and  con- 
forming to  it.     For  what  can  any  man  fay  in  de- 
fence of  himfelf,  who  difregards  the  chief  good  and 
bleffing  on  earth,  the  Gofpel  of  our  Lord,  which  eve- 
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ry  righteous  man  fays,  is  the  only  way  to  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  which,  when  fairly  Searched  and  followed, 
will  never  be  found  wanting  in  light,  and  power, 
and  help,  from  Heaven  ?  What  does  he  deferve  who 
cares  not  for  all  the  offers  and  promiSes,  the  Suffer- 
ings  and  goodnefs  cf  our  Lord  ;  for  power  to  live 
to  him  here,  and  to  go  to  him  hereafter  ?  Surely  he 
does  not  deferve  to  die  the  death  of  the  righteous  ; 
and  he  will  not  ;  for  he  has  not  fought  or  endeavour- 
ed after,  or  lived  the  life  of  the  righteous  ;  there- 
fore his  laft  end  will  not  be  with  the  Lord.  But  I 
hope  and  truft  that  none  of  you  from  this  day  ("  to- 
day while  it  is  day")  will  henceforth  be  indifferent 
or  carelefs  about  your  greateft  good,  the  one  thing 
needful— the  preparation  of  your  fouls  for  God  and 
for  Heaven.  I  truft  that  you  are  perfuaded,  deter- 
mined, to  prepare  without  delay  for  dying  the  death 
of  the  righteous.  To  confirm  you  in  this  refolution 
I  fhall  proceed  to  the  laft  argument  propofed. 

Laftly,  I  am  to  treat  of  the  reward  and  happineSs 
of  being  always  prepared  to  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous. 

I  have  fliewn  you  that  the  only  preparation  for  a 
happy  death,  is,  to.  work  out  righteoufnefs,  to  fow 
to  the  Spirit,  to  overcome  the  world,  through  faith 
and  love  in  Jefus  Chrift  ;  in  ihort,  to  be  a  true  Chris- 
tian. To  be  a  true  Chriiiian  is  to  be  a  friend  of 
God,  and  to  keep  his  commandments  *  "  doing  all 
things  heartily  as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  unto  men ;" 
not  only  to  be  Sometimes,  but  always  a  Chriflian, 
Serving  the  Lord  and  waiting  for  him,  that  come  at 
what  hour  he  will,  you  may  be  found  watching,  and 
ready  to  enter  into  his  future  kingdom..  This  is  be- 
ing always  prepared  to  die  the  death  of  the  righteous* 
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Gonfider  now"  the  reward  and  happinefs  of  being 
always  ready  for  the  coining  of  our  Lord. 

Think  of  the  comfort  of  being  ready  to  be  abfent 
from  the  body,  and  prefent  with  the  Lord  :  to  be 
releafed  from  this  body  of  fin  and  death,  from  the 
infirmities  of  our  nature,  and  from  this  fallen  and 
corrupt  world,  in  which  the  beft  ftr anger  and  pilgrim 
in  it  is  not  free  from  labour,  and  care,  and  forrow. 
Think  of  being  ready  to  go  to  that  ftate  where  nei- 
ther temptation  from  without  or  within  ourfelves, 
nor  ficknefs,  nor  anxiety  of  any  kind,  lhall  diflurti 
or  diftrefs  us  -.where  there  lhall  be  "  no  more  death^ 
nor  forrow,  nor  crying,  nor  pain."  And  if  we  are 
ready  to  go,  we  are  alfo  willing  to  wait  the  good 
time  of  our  Lord  -}  to  remain  here  fervants  and  fub- 
jects  of  prefent  humility,  and  heirs  of  future  glory- 
comforted  in  the  opportunity  of  growing  iri  grace 
and  knowledge*  and '  adding  tp  our  treafure  in 
Heaven,  pf  acquiring  a  brighter  crown  of  glory— 
comforted  in  the  opportunity  of  helping  our  own 
fouls,  and  the  fouls  of  thofe  dear  to  us'  in  this  world, 
in  becoming  more  fit  apd  prepared  for  more  perfect 
communion  with  thofe' who  are'gone  before  us,  and 
with  our  Lord  and  all  faints  j  rejoiced,  an d  again  I 
fay,  rejoiced,  in  looking  forward  to  the  Paradife  of 
our  Lord,  and  to  goodthings?  fuch  as  1  "eye  hath 
not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into 
the  heart  of  man.'*  Thefe  are  the  comforts  and 
rewards  prefent  to  us  and  in  perfpe&ive,  of  being 
always  ready  for  our  Lord.  Thefe  are  the  fruits  of 
t "  a  confcience  void  of  offence  towards  God  and 
man.  This  is  the  confequence  of  our  heart  not 
condemning  us,  and  of  our  being  +  "  ready  always  to 
give  an  anfwer  to  every  man  that  afketh  us  a  reafon 
of  the  hope  that  is  in  us"— hope  in  Jefus  Chrift  our. 

Lord  ! — » 
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Gan  I  add  to  thefe  proofs  of  thehappinefs  of  be- 
ing prepared  to  die  the  death  of  the  righteous  ?  I 
can,  by  turning  to  the  life  and  death  of  the  right- 
eous, feen  or  known  to  us.     See  Daniel  in  the  den 
of    lions   -,    Shadrach,  Mefhach,    and    Abednego, 
ready  to  go  to  our  Lord  through  the  fiery  furnace  ; 
and  fee  our  Lord  or  his  Angel,  prefent  with  them 
in  the  den  and  the  furnace,  *  "  flopping  the  mouths 
of  lions,  and  quenching  the  violence  of  fire."   Thefe 
righteous  men  through  faith  fought  and  found  our 
Lord  ;  were  ready  for  him   in  life,   or   in   death. 
Hear  St.  Paul  faying,  t  "  To  me  to  live  is  Chriftv 
and  to  die  is  gain."     J  "  Our  light  afiliction,  which 
is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  ex- 
ceeding and  eternal  weight  of  glory  ;  while  we  look 
not  at  the  things  which  are  feen,  but  at  the  things 
which  are  not  feen  :  for  the  things  which  are  feen, 
are  temporal  :  but  the  things  which  are  not  feen, 
are  eternal.      §  "  If  ye   are  Chriil's  ye  poffefs  all 
things,  whether  Paul,  or  Apollos,  or  Cephas,  or  the 
world,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things  prefent,  or  things 
to  come  :  all  are  yours  :  and  ye  are  Chrift's  ;  and 
Chrift  is  God's  :"  that  is,  all  things,  whether  pref- 
ent or  future,  minifters  of  God,  or  friends  here,  or 
friends  gone  before  you,  all  are  difpofed  of  to  your 
greateft  advantage,  for  your  prefent  probation  and 
future  reward  ;    for   your  living  the  life    of  the 
righteous,  and  dying  the  death  of  the  righteous  ; 
for  your  increafe  of  faith,  and  therefore  of  your  en- 
joying every  thing  moft  valuable,  and  to  the  beft 
account,  if  ye  are  Chrift's,  and  beloved  of  the  Lord, 
who  makes  all  things  work  together  for  good  to 
thofe  who  love  him.     See  one  more  inftance  of  the 
happinefs  of  being  prepared  to  meet  our  Lord.    See 
Stephen,  when  near  his  death,  that  of  being  (toned 
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to  death,  praying  forgivenefs  for  his  enemies,  call- 
ing on  God,  and  faying,  "  Lord  Jefus,  receive  my 
fpirit  •"  looking  up  to  Keaven,  and  feeing  Jefus  on 
the  right  hand  of  God,  and  the  glories  of  Chrift's 
kingdom. 

I  need  not  multiply  inftances  of  the  death  of  the 
righteous,  but  I  beg  you  farther  to  coniider  them, 
and  to  add  to  them  in  every  way  which  iliall  help 
you  forward  in  being  prepared  for  death  after  the 
example  of  the  faints.  Be  allured  that  "  the  Lord's 
hand  :s  not  fhortened,  nor  his  ear  heavy,"  that  he 
fhould  not  be  prefent,  and  aiding  to  you  as  much  as 
to  any  who  have  gone  before  you,  in  proportion  to 
your  wants  and  trials,  if  you  alfo  belong  to  him- — 
.not  vifibly  or  miraculoufiy,  but  in  his  fpirit,  fuffi- 
ciently  to  ftrengthen  you  in  his  fervice,  and  to  raife 
you  above  all  fear,  and  to  make  you  *  "  more  than 
conquerors  through  him  that  loved  you."  Before 
now  I  have  told  you  fo.  Lately  I  have  feen  and 
defcribed  to  you,  an  inftance  of  this,  in  the  depar- 
ture of  her  who  is  laft  of  all,  of  our  late  number, 
gone  before  us,  who  died  faying,  "  I  fee  the  glories 
of  Chrift's  kingdom."  Thefe  were  the  laft  words 
ihe  fpoke.  This  glorious  light  was  the  laft  exercife 
of  vifion  ilie  feemed  to  be  fenfible  of  while  fhe  was 
en  earth.  Thanks  be  to  God  for  this  comfortable 
token  of  her  happinefs,  afforded  us  in  our  lofs  !  for 
this  confirmation  of  his  word,  and  of  his  undimin- 
ifhed  goodnefs  to  all  faints  !  for  this  proof  of  the 
eternal  happinefs  of  her  for  whom  we  mourn  !  If 
it  be  not  a  fufiicient  one  to  you,  in  conjunction 
with  your  knowledge  of  her  righteous  life,  I  have 
only  time  to  fay  to  you,  "  O  ye  of  little  faith  !" 
t  "  Lord  help  your  unbelief — increafe  your  faith." 
I  "  I  have  believed,  and  therefore  have  1  fpoken." 
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To  conclude.     Remember,  every  one  of  you  re- 
jnember,  that  you  muft  die — go  to  you  long  home; 
that  it  will  be  a  miferable  one  indeed  without  you 
go  to  our  Lord  :  that  you  muft  live  to  him  here, 
and  die  unto  fin,  if  you  would  goto  him  hereafter  : 
that  Jefus  Chrift  is  your  only  Mediator  to  lead  you 
to  God  and  to  Heaven.      Remember  the  comforts 
and  happinefs  of  the  righteous  in  this  world,   the 
terrors  and  troubles  of  the  wicked  ;  much  more, 
the  joy  of  the  one,  and  the  mifery  of  the  other,  in 
the  life  to  come.     Remember   that  you  muft  enter 
upon  this,   ere  long  ;  that  you  muft  make  your 
choice  here  of  good  or  evil,  a  blefling  or  a  curfe,  to 
laft  forever  and  ever  ;  and  that  you  muft  live,  and 
prepare,  accordingly,  for  eternity.     Remember  that 
in  this  life  only  you  can  prepare,  and  that  it  may  be 
very  fhort  to  you.     Yet,  however,  now  is  the  time 
of  preparation  ;  and  you  have  time,    God  grant  I 
the  leaft  prepared  here,  to  turn  to  God,   to  believe 
in  his  Son,  and  to  ferve  him — to  "  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous"     God  is  near,  Jefus  is  ready,  the  Spirit  is 
come  down  on  earth,   to  receive,   to  aflift,  and  to 
raife  you  to  a  new  life  in  him,  to  a  life  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  to  happinefs  eternal,  to  be  begun  on  earth, 
and  completed  in  Heaven.     O  eternity  \  dreadful* 
pleaflng  thought  !  pleafing  to  the  righteous,  dread- 
ful to  the  wicked  !  Think,  oh  think  of  perfecl  and 
eternal  happinefs,  purchafed  for  us  by  Jeius  Chrift  ; 
for  us ,  fallen,  fhort-lived,  and  unprofitable  creatures ! 
Think,  oh  think  !  of  the  fhortnefs  and  uncertainty 
of  this  life,  yet  made  long  enough  for  our  gaining 
perfecl  and  eternal  happinefs  through  faith  in  jefus 
Chrift.     *  "  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
thou  flialt  be  faved." 
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No  longer  undervalue  the  life  prefent,  or  the  life 
to  come  :  rifk  not  eternity  :  neglect  not,  and  abufe 
not,  the  time  of  preparation,  and  the  fure  mercies 
of  Chrift.  The  hour  is  now  in  your  hand  :  the 
night  is  not  yet  come  :  but  *  "  this  night  thy  foul 
may  be  required  of  thee  ;"  and  then  what  fhall 
profit  ?  Would  the  whole  world,;  would  any  thing, 
except  riches  towards  God,  and  treafure  in  Heaven  ? 
What  would  you  give  in  exchange  for  your  foul  ?f 
God  grant,  that  it  may  be  prepared  for  his  fum- 
mons  :  that  this  day  may  be  an  accepted  time,  and 
this  difcourfe  a  blefTed  one  to  your  and  my  preparing 
for  dying  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  to  our 
laft  end  being  like  his  !  God  grant,  that  whenever 
He  calls  us  away,  we  fhall  go  to  him  in  Paradife  ! 

Confider  what  has  been  faid  ;  lay  it  to  heart,  and 
improve  it  there ;  and  delay  not  another  day  pre- 
paring for  death,  and  for  life  and  happinefs  right- 
eous and  eternal.  Every  one  of.  you  apply  the  dif- 
courfe and  advice  to  yourfelves  more  than  to  your 
neighbour— firft  to  yourfelves,  and  then  as  you 
have  opportunity  to  do  good  to  all  men.  \  "  Now 
unto  him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly 
above  all  that  we  afk  or  think,  according  to^  the 
power  that  worketh  in  us,  unto  him  be  glory  in  the 
Church  by  Chrift  Jems  throughout  all  ages,  world 
without  end......AMEN. 


*  Luke  12.  20,     f  Mat.  16.  26.     +  Eph.  3.  %0»  2,1. 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  GIVING  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 
LAST  MOMENTS  OF  MRS.  H.  COOK>  OF  ST,  ARMAND9 
CANADA^    WHO   DIED  APRIL  21  ST,    1809. 

UNDER  our  prefent  irreparable  lofs,  my  dear 
M— ,  may  our  hearts  be  truly  thankful  that 
we  forrow  not  as  thofe  who  have  no  hope,  but  that 
our  Heavenly  Father,  while  he  chaftens,  affords  us 
the  moil  important  inftructions  and  divine  coniza- 
tions. When  we  reflect  upon  the  happy  fituation 
and  flattering  profpedts  of  our  dear  departed  friend, 
and  remember  that  fhe  was  (from  a  ftate  of  uncom- 
monly good  health)  in  two  fhort  weeks  brought 
down  to  the  filent  manfions  of  the  dead,  may  our 
minds  be  impreffed  with  a  moft  ferious  fenfe  of  the 
vanity  and  inftability  of  all  earthly  profpecls,  and 
the  importance  of  laying  up  treafures  in  Heaven, 
where  difappointments  are  not  known,  and  where 
the  cruel  fpoiler,  death,  has  no  longefpower  to  dif- 
turb  the  peace  of  the  righteous.  Could  any  one 
that  winneffed  the  heavenly  compofure,  with  which 
our  dear  friend  viewed  the  near  approach  of  death, 
and  heard  her,while  labouring  under  its  agonies,  fing- 
ing  hymns,  praifing  and  glorifying  God,  for  one  mo- 
ment doubt  a  future  ftate  of  exiftence,  in  which  the 
righteous  fhall  receive  a  glorious  and  eternal  reward, 
which  fhall  fucceed  the  trials  and  tribulations  they 
have  experienced,  while  faithfully  ferving  their 
Maker  here  on  earth  ! 

Our  excellent  friend,  for  feveral  months  before 
her  death,  had  appeared  to  be  more  particularly  un- 
der the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  than  ever :  her 
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attention  to  religion  and  religious  duties  had  been, 
for  fome  time,  daily  increasing.  She  made  us  a  vifit 
about  the  20th  of  March.  I  mention  it,  becaufe 
there  was  fomething  uncommonly  ferious  and  im- 
preflive  in  the  converfation  of  our  friend,  which  I 
could  not  but  remark  ac  the  time.  Religion  was 
the  principal  fubject  of  her  converfation,  and  fhe 
expreffed  the  greateft  anxiety,  that  we  fhould  devote 
our  lives  more  entirely  to  the  fervice  of  our  Maker, 
and  obferved  that  when  fhe  looked  back  upon  fome 
years  of  her  part  life,  fhe  was  fhocked  at  the  luke- 
warm nefs  of  her  affections  towards  her  Saviour,  and 
determined  hereafter  to  live  more  to  his  glory  and 
her  own  immortal  intereft.  She  expreffed  the  moft 
fenfible  gratitude  towards  her  excellent  paftor ;  whofe 
pious  example  and  exhortation,  fhe  faid,  had  been 
the  means  of  awakening  her  to  a  greater  fenfe  of 
her  duty.  She  faid  that  fhe  had  lately  fpent  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  every  day  and  evening  in  reading 
ferious  books  and  in  religious  converfation,  to  in- 
creafe  her  zeal  in  the  fervice  of  God. 

At  parting  fhe  faid  to  me  with  an  air  of  folemnity, 
which  I  fhall  never  forget ;  cc  we  fhall  perhaps  meet 
but  a  few  times  more  on  earth  ;  remember  that  a 
preparation  for  death  is  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
endeavour  with  ail  diligence  to  cultivate  the  feeds  of 
grace,  that  are  Springing  in  your  heart,  and  may  you 
continue  faithful  to  the  folemn  profeflion  you  have 
made." — She  left  us  and  I  faw  her  no  more  until  a 
few  hours  before  her  death. 

She  had  fome  time,  before  her  death,  a  dream,* 


*On  the  fubjeft  of  dreams,  the  opinions  of  perfons  are  various, 
and  every  reader  is  left  to  enjoy  his  own  opinion.  The  letter  men- 
tions facts  merely,  without  any  comment,  and  of  the  truth  of  the 
fa&s  there  can  be  no  doubt.  Many  of  our  readers  will  doubtlefs 
recollect  the  cafe  of  the  younger  lord  Lyttleton,  who,  when  in 
perfect  health,  dreamed  of  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened 
according  to  his  dream.  Editors. 
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which  ihe  communicated  to  a  number  of  her  friends 
ibme  time  before  her  illnefs.  I  am  not  in  a  habit  of 
paying  much  attention  to  dreams ;  yet  this  was  of  fo 
remarkable  a  nature,  that  I  cannot  but  relate  it. 
She  dreamed  that  an  angel  appeared  to  her  and  told 
her  he  had  come  for  her,  and  fhe  muft  go  with  him  ;  < 
/he  felt  perfectly  willing  to  go,  but  faid  fhe  wifhed  to 
fing  a  hymn  firft,  and  began  Watts'  cradle  hymn,  and 
fang  uncommonly  clear  and  pleafant,  until  fhe  came 
to  the  line, 

"  Soft  and  eafy  is  thy  cradle," 
when  fhe  awaked.  Afterwards,  on  the  evening  be- 
fore (he  was  taken  ill,  fhe  faid,  that  fhe  had  again,  in 
a  dream,  feen  an  angel,  who  told  her  fhe  had  noth- 
ing more  to  do  here  and  muft  go  with  him.  She 
went  to  bed  apparently  in  much  better  health  than 
ufual ;  but  awaked  in  about  two  hours,  in  moft  vio- 
lent diftrefs,  from  which  fhe  found  no  relief  but  in 
death.  Her  diforder  was  of  the  moft  diftrelTing 
kind  ;  yet  fhe  bore  it  with  the  moft  exemplary  pa- 
tience, and  never  exprefTed  a  hope  or  (I  may  fay)  a 
wifh  to  recover. 

I  did  not  know  that  fhe  was  in  fo  dangerous  a  fitu- 
ation  until  Thurfday  afternoon,  and  on  Friday  morn- 
ing I  arrived  at  Mr.  Cook's  about  eleven,  and  found 
her  alive,  though  fhe  was  thought  to  be  dying.  She 
had  her  fenfes  perfectly  and  exprefTed  great  fatisfac- 
tion,  that  fhe  was  permitted  to  fee  me  once  more  and 
g've  me  her  laft  inftru&ions.  Her  bodily  ftrength 
was  nearly  exhaufted,  but  that  of  her  mind  was  not 
in  the  leaft  impaired :  her  voice  was  quite  clear  and 
aiticulate,  but  had  a  hollow  found  which  made  every 
thing  fhe  faid  much  more  imprelTive ;  and  it  did  not 
appear  to  fatigue  her  much  to  talk.  She  diligently 
improved  this  privilege,  and  ceafed  not  to  exhort 
thofe  prefent  to  make  a  ufeful  improvement  of  the 
folemn  fcene  we  were  then  witneiling,  to  adore  the 
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goodnefs  of  God  m  all  his  difpenfations,  and  to  fub- 
mit  with  cheerful  refignation  to  his  divine  will. 

Soon  after  1  went  into  the  room,  fhe  gave  me  her 
hand  5  it  was  cold,  and  covered  with  a  death-like  per* 
fpiration  ;  e{  take  hold  of  this  ice,"  fhe  faid  ;  I  prelT- 
ed-  it  with  both  mine  and  was  mod  deeply  affecled  ; 
fhe  fixed  her  eyes  upon  my  face,  and  with  a  look  of 
tender  companion,  faid,  cc  I  know,  My  Dear,  that  you 
will  fenfibly  mourn  the  lofs  of  me,  but  you  muft  not 
murmur  at  thejuft  chaftifements  of  your  Heavenly 
Father  :— bow  with  humility  and  cheerfulnefs  to 
his  wife  and  juft  decrees  :^-rbear  it  conftantly  in  your 
mind  that  you  muft  fhortly  follow  me— ^And  Q !  that 
you  might  be  enabled  fo  to  live-^-that  you.  may  on 
your  death-bed,  receive  that  divine  affiftance  which 
at  this  moment  fupports  me,  and  which  even  in  the 
agonies  of  death,  raiies  me  above  bodily  pain,  and 
will  foon,  1  truft,  tranfport  my  foul  to  endlefs  happi- 
fiefs." 

She  compofed  herfelf  a  fhort  time,  and  then  offers 
ed  up  to  the  throne  of  grace,  a  moft  excellent  and 
affecting  prayer,  that  God  would  confole  her  dear, 
afflicted  hufband,  and  her  other  dear  friends  ;  fhe 
prayed  for  all  people,  her  enemies  as  well  as  others  ; 
that  finners  might  be  brought  to  fee  the  evil  of  their 
ways,  arid  turn  to  the  Lord  and  live  >  moft  fervently 
did  ilie  pray  for  the  4  nte reft  of  Zion,  that  Chrift's 
kingdom  might  be  built  up  and  eftablifhed  through- 
out the  earth,  and  laftly,  for  herfelf,  that  God  would 
have  companion  on  her  weaknefs,  and  enable  her,  to 
the  laft,  to  bear  her  pains  with  Chriftian  patience,  that 
he  would  be  her  ftaffand  fupport  through  the  dark 
valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death ;  that  he  would  grant 
her  a  quick  and  eafy  palTage  to  the  arms  of  her  Sav- 
iour ;  that  fhe  might  join  her  dear  departed  friends,  in 
finging  eternal  hallelujahs  to  God  the  Father,  God 
the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  Amen. 
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She  had  frequent  turns  of  appearing  quite  exhaust- 
ed, and  would  ieem  for  a  few  moments  to  be  dying, 
when  fhe  would  conftantly  ejaculate,  "  Bleffed  Jefus, 
come  quickly — Holy  Spirit,  fup.port  me—O  Lamb 
of  God,  receive  my  fpirit— fweet  babe  of  Bethlehem, 
defend  and  help  me— pray  for  me,  my  friends,  that 
my  Jefus  may  come  quickly." 

She  would  foon  grow  eailer,  and,  after  repofing 
Jierfelf  awhile,  would  continue  lier  exhortations  to  us, 
that  fhe  might  lofe  no  time  while  fhe  had  power  to 
fpeak.  About  three  o'clock  P.  M.  fome  fymptoms 
appearing  a.  little  more  favourable,  Doc"r.,  C.  was 
anxious  that  fhe  fhould  take  fome  more  medicine, 
as  he  thought  there  was  dill  a  pofiib.ility  that  it 
might  have  a  good  effect.  We,  therefore  prevailed, 
upon  her  to  take  a  little,  though  fhe  was  confident 
that  it  would  have  no  good  effect,  nor  did  fhe  wifh 
that  it  fhould  ;  but  rather  reproached  us  for  being  fo 
feififh  as  to  wifh  to  detain  her  here.  fC  Why,  my 
friends,  will  you  cling  fo  faftto  me  ?  bm  impatient 
to  leave  this  vile  tabernacle  of  clay,  which  gives  me 
fo  much  pain  -,  thatv  I  may  be  happy  in  the  prefence 
of  my  Saviour.  This  day,  I  hope  to  be  wi*h  him 
in  Paradife,  where  I  hope  to  meet  many  of  m"  clear, 
friends  who  have  gone  before  me.— /This  is  Fri  /, 
the  day  on  which  our  Saviour  was  crucified  -,  T  tlu  k 
God  that  I  am  permitted  to  fuffer  the  pains  of  d^a'h 
on  this  day  3— -hut  how  trifling  are  my  fuffcrings 
when  compared  with  his  ;  I  am  laying  upon  a  bed 
of  down,  furrounded  by  the  moft  kind  and  tender 
friends  and  every  polTible  comfort,  while  he  agonized 
upon  the  crofs,  and  gave  his  life  a  ranfom  for  poor 
wretched  finners,  of  whom  I  am  the  chief  :— but 
glory  be  to  God,  who  through  the  merits  of  his  Son, 
hath  granted  me  peace  and  pardon.— -O !  that  you 
might  all  be  made  fenfible  of  this  inefrimable  blefling, 
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and  devote  your  lives  more  fully  to  the  fervice  of  the 
Lord.  Remember  the  injunctions  of  a  dying  friend, 
and  endeavour  to  live  to  the  glory  of  God,  in  the 
ftricl:  performance  of  every  chriftian  duty  ;  be  con- 
stant and  regular  in  family  prayer,  and  will  you,  Mr. 
Stewart,  preach  it  to  your  people,  exhort  and  per- 
fuade  them  nor  to  neglect  this  molt  effential  duty  ; — • 
declare  to  them,  *c  the  whole  counlel  of  God.'*  Dif- 
play  to  them,  the  terrors  of  the  law,  and  the  delights 
cf  the  gofpel.  May  God  blefsyou,  and  profper  your 
pious  exertions  for  building  up  his  Church  here  in 
the  wiidernefs,  and  may  you  be  the  means  of  per- 
fuading  many  finners  to  turn  to  the  Lord,  that  they 
may  find  mercy."- — Mr.  Stewart  told  her  that  it 
would  be  his  chief  happinefs  to  remember  and  fulfil 
her  requefts  5  he  prayed  God  that  he  might  profit 
by  her  pious  example,  and  was  confident  the  impref- 
fions  of  that  moment  would  never  wear  away.  She 
thanked  him,  for  all  his  goodnefs  to  her,  and  look- 
ing at  us  all,  fhe  faid,  <c  do  not  mourn  to  excefs  ;  I 
leave  you  in  the  hands  of  God,  perfevere  in  the  good 
work  you  have  begun,  and  we  fhall  foon  meet  again 
never  more  to  be  feparated.*'  Again  furveying  us 
as  we  were  weeping  around  her— ■*"  mourn  not  for 
me,"  me  faid,  "  but  for  yourfelves— to  this  fituation 
you  muft  all  be  brought,  how  foon  you  know  not— 
be  ready  therefore,  that  you  may  not  be  called  away 
unprepared."  Being  confiderably  fatigued,  fhe  beg- 
ged we  would  leave  her  and  go  and  take  fome  re- 
frefhment,  while  fhe  flept.  We  went  and  fhe  flept 
quite  eafy  for  fome  time.  After  this,  her  turns  of 
diftrefs  grew  more  frequent,  fhe  thought  herfelf  go- 
ing faft,  and  defired  that  we  would  all  fit  down  by 
her  ;  fhe  then  requeued  me  to  fing  a  hymn,  in  which 
fhe  joined,  rather  feebly  at  firft,  but,  when  we  came 
to  the  laft  verfe, 
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"  Jefus  can  make  a  dying  bed"-—* 

her  voice  rofe,  and  I  think  I  never  heard  her  fing  fo 
clearly  in  my  life.  Mr.  Stewart  then  prayed  with  her3 
which  fhe  faid  afforded  her  great  refrefhment. — A 
number  of  people  called  in  -,  fhe  requefted  that  they 
might  all  come  into  the  room  that  fhe  might  be  a 
fpedtacle  for  them,  and  fhe  gave  them  moft  excellent 
advice.  She  had  her  reafon  to  the  lafl — and  after  a 
fevere  turn  of  diftrefs,  in  which  fhe  had  moved  to- 
wards the  fore-fide  of  the  bed,  where  I  was  fitting, 
fhe  cafl  up  her  eyes,  and  faying  in  a  fervent  manner, 
"  I  fee  the  glories  of  Chrift's  kingdom,"— her  fpirit 
departed  without  aflruggle,  at  jufl  9  o'clock,  in  the 
evening  of  April  2  ill.  Her  faith  remained  firm 
and  unfhaken  through  the  whole,  and  rather  increas- 
ed as  her  flrength  diminifhed.  The  funeral  was  at- 
tended at  eleven  o'clock  on  the  next  Sabbath  : — and 
there  was  a  large  collection  of  people  and  many  fin- 
cere  mourners  for  the  death  of  this  truly  pious 
perfon^ 

*  WHY  mould  we  ftart  and  fear  to  die  ? 

What  tira'rous  worms  we  mortals  ate  I 
Death  is  the  gate  of  endlefs  joy, 

And  yet  we  dread  to  enter  there. 

The  pains,  the  groans,  the  dying  "ft rife, 

Fright  our  approaching  fouls  away  ; 
Still  we  Ihrink  back  again  to  life, 

Fond  of  our  prifon  and  our  clay. 

Oh,  if  my  Lord  would  come  and  meet, 
My  foul  mould  ftretch  her  wings  in  hafte5 

Fly  fearlefs  through  death's  iron  gate, 
Nor  feel  the  terrors  as  fhe  pafs'd. 

Jefus  can   make  a  dying  bed 

Feel  foft  as  downy  pillows  are, 
While  on  his  breaft  I  lean  my  head, 

And  breathe  my  life  out  fweetly  there* 


INSCRIPTION 

SNSRJP'SD  6n  THE  TOMB-STONE  ABOUT  TO  BE  PLACED  OVER.  THE 
GRATE  OF  MRS.  H.  COOK,  IN  THE  BURIAL-GROUND  AT  THE 
CHURCH  OF  THE  PSOTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CONGREGATION  IN1 
THE  EASTERN  PART  OF  THE  SEIGNIORY  AT  ST.  ARA1AND, 
LOWER    CANADA.. 

HERE  SLEEPS  THE  BODY  OF 

Mrs.  Hannah  Cook, 

Wife  of  GEORGE  COOK,  Esquire, 
of  this  Seigniory. 

In  the  various  characters  of  Wife,  Neighbour,  and 

Friend,  fhe  faithfully  took  her  pattern  from 

the  religion  of  Jesus. 

She  died  as  Ihe  lived,  like  a  Chriftian,  on  the  aiit. 
of  April,  A.  D.  1809,  aged  42  years. 

Reader  !  would'ft  thou  be  ufeful  and  happy  here,  and 
bleiled  forever  ?  Imitate  her  example. 

"  BUffed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord.'' 

Jefus  can  make  a  dying  bed 

Feel  foft  as  downy  pillows  are, 
While  on  his  breaft  1  lean  my  head, 

And  breathe  my  life  out  fweetly  there. 


